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Cars and Robotics 
By Gerald Perschbacher, LL.D.  

(all rights reserved) 

Automobile factories have progressed 
far beyond expectation since the rise of 
the car industry.  Individuals in their 90s 
may recall the changes in cars but not 
realize the changes in the plants that 
made them over succeeding dec-
ades.  A recent article offers insights 
into that subject. Tip of the cap to Bill 
N. Sullivan for his Rusty Bytes article in 
the first 2018 issue of The Bulb Horn, 
editor Dennis Holland, Vintage Motor 
Car Club of America, 7501 Manchester 
Ave., Kansas City, MO 64138.  
 
Bill has visually enjoyed pictures and 
promotional films of plants in the 1930s 
and was privileged to compare those to 
plant tours he took in the 1990s and in 
2003.  He noted, “These automotive 
factories show the incredible level of 
infrastructure and automation needed 
to produce huge quantities of high 
quality automobiles at reasonable pric-
es.” 
 
Today’s production “has taken a quan-
tum jump with the development of 
programmable industrial robots,” which 
most of us realize, probably to the cha-
grin of former line workers.  Bill offered 
more comments following his most 
recent trip through a plant in Eu-

rope.  The products:  cars with Mer-
cedes badges. 
 
“Car bodies … are built almost en-
tirely by hundreds of individual ro-
bots … fully programmable articulat-
ed beasts of burden.  The traditional 
continuously moving assembly line 
is replaced by a series of connected 
workplaces where the bodies being 
worked on sit patiently while the 
robots twirl about doing their 
jobs.”  Each of those spots usually 
has four or five robots working in 
synchrony on a single car.”  When 
that part of the job is completed, the 
body scoots along on tracks to its 
next stop.  
 
I like his synthesis of the process: “It 
appears like a choreographed group 
of praying mantises playfully wrap-
ping silvery Christmas packages.”  
 
Recall the days when heavy tools 
and fixtures were need for produc-
tion?  Not the case on Bill’s recent 
tour.  “There are many lightweight 
specially made erector-set ‘handles’ 
to enable the robot to grasp oddly 
shaped smooth body panels,” he 
noted. 

The days of humans working 
along the assembly line still car-
ries virtues.  Artisans are needed 
on the route, not dissimilar to the 
past when fit and finish needed 
the human touch of correction 
and the eyeball approval of final 
inspectors.  Ergo, He added that 
the Mercedes factory experience 
is being studied by that company 
since leadership has “learned that 
they may have gone too far with 
their zeal for robotics.  Some fac-
tory assembly jobs are still best 
filled by real people.” 
 
In that regard, hurray for the past! 
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Celebrating 74 Years In  St. Louis! 

Greetings everyone 

Well, Easter Sunday started off with a beautiful sunrise. 
Everything came together thanks to the meticulous 
planning and preparations of the Easter committee. 
Thank you to everyone that helped at this year’s show, 
especially our Easter show co-chairs Mike and Sue 
Ebert and the judging crew led by Al Mercer.  

As you know the weather forecast was less than ideal. 
Fortunately, with everyone’s hard work we were able to 
complete all the judging by 1 PM. Around 2:30 PM we 
were able to get the awards out. And by 3:30 PM we 
had everything packed up. At 3:30 it began misting 
that quickly changed to a moderate rain. The rain 
quickly changed over to a heavy sleet. The sleet and 
the snow quickly accumulated. I cannot remember the 
last time it snowed on Easter Sunday. As we all know 
we have absolutely no control over the weather. So, 
with that all said, thank goodness we were able to 
complete the show before the bad weather arrived. 

See Easter photos on pages 6-7. Judging results for the 
22 categories are so extensive that, due to lack of 
space in this edition of the Brass Lamp, the list of 
awards is posted on the web site. Maybe this will be a 
good opportunity to visit our web page—especially if 
you have never seen it before.  

St. Patrick’s Day feast!  This year, much to my delight, 
we had over 80 people at the party/meeting.  I would 
like to thank everyone that brought food and desserts.  
A special thank you to Mark and Joy Goldfeder. The 
corned beef sandwiches where delicious. Please accept 
my apologies for not mentioning this at the meeting.  

Looking forward to seeing everyone at the April 20th 
general meeting. 

 

Sincerely 

Joseph F. Yochim 
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Hurricane Harvey Destroys 1 million Vehicles 

On August 27, 2017 hurricane Harvey made landfall, wandering around for days dumping 

tons and tons of rain on Louisiana and Texas.  A record-breaking 60 inches of rain fell in the 

Houston area which unloaded 33,000,000,000,000 gallons of water.  Houston and surround-

ing communities were inundated with historic flooding.  Many images were seen on all sorts 

of news media of vehicles and homes under water.  This resulted in one of the most expen-

sive hurricanes in the insurance industry, costing some $65 billion.  This has now resulted in 

an all time record number of insurance totaled vehicles in one location.  At the Texas Motor 

Speedway just outside of the greater Houston area, there are over 500,000 vehicles waiting to 

be purchased for salvage.  Some poor unsuspecting soul somewhere will end up buying one 

of these many flood damaged vehicles.  Mark Rousseau, CEO of Car Fax, issued a warning 

to the public. “Anyone looking to buy a used vehicle should be sure to check the vehicle’s 

VIN number for prior insurance claims.”   

Information source: WeatherChannel.com 

Joseph F Yochim 
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The AMC Gremlin, Oddly Named, Styled, and Collectible 

Adapted from an article by Drew Beck, originally written for the AMC Owners Association 

April 1, 2018 marks the 50th an-
niversary of the AMC Gremlin's 
demise. Introduced April 1, 1970 
with a base price of $1,900, some 
people may have thought it the 
funniest automotive April Fool's 
Day joke in history. 
 
The AMC Gremlin was intro-
duced on April 1, 1970 as a 1970
-1/2 model. It was the result of a 
fast track program to bring the 
first modern, U.S.-built subcom-
pact car to market. AMC was 
successful in beating both GM 
and Ford to the punch with this 
program, since neither the 
Chevrolet Vega nor the Ford Pin-
to were introduced until Septem-
ber 1970 (as 1971 models). 
 
But by most standards, the 
Gremlin could be considered a 
success. According to the  
Standard Catalog of American 
Cars, a total of 671,475 Gremlins 
were produced from 1970 
through 1978. Model year 1974 
was Gremlin’s best in terms of 
volume, with 171,128 produced. 
 
Gremlins are interesting cars to 
drive. They are maneuverable 
and have tight turning circles, 
though cars equipped with non-
power steering require a lot of 
wheel-winding when parallel 
parking. With a short, 96-inch 
wheelbase, they tend to give a 
slightly choppy ride, but the 
wide track endows them with a 
degree of stability which most of 
the Gremlin’s small car contem-
poraries lacked, especially at 
highway speeds. 
 
Six-cylinder Gremlins, while not 
rip-roaring performance ma-
chines, have a lot of low-RPM 
grunt and manage to give re-
spectable acceleration up to 
highway speeds. The low stress, 

big displacement sixes simply 
don’t have to work very hard at 
pushing the little Gremlin around. 
They do run out of breath at 
higher speeds, though by that 
time, you are far enough ahead of 
the rest of the small car pack that 
you can afford to back off. 
 
V8 Gremlins are a blast. Just a 
touch of the throttle brings on a 
sharp burst of acceleration. Really 
sticking your foot into it gives 
that good old spine-flattening 
push which only a large V8 can 
provide. With all that weight 
hanging over the front wheels, it’s 
easy to fry the rear tires on these 
cars without even trying. 
 
The only performance dogs were 
at the end—the 1977 and 1978 
cars, equipped with the Audi four-
cylinder engine. They simply had 
no torque. To get any kind of ac-
celeration out of these cars, you 
had to be constantly rowing 
the gears to keep the engine 
wound up. Four-cylinder cars with 
automatic transmissions were ag-
onizingly slow; you would grow 
old trying to get up to speed on 
any freeway entrance ramp with 
even a slight uphill grade. 
 
Gremlins did have a few weak 
spots. Like most of their AMC sib-
lings, they had a tendency to rust. 
Rocker panels and the tops of the 
front fenders seemed especially 

corrosion-prone. Han-
dling was a bit quirky 
due to the pronounced 
front weight bias. Four-
cylinder Gremlins han-
dled better than the big-
ger-engine models since 
they carried about 250 
pounds less weight over 
the front wheels. And, of 
course, no Gremlin de-
scription would be com-
plete without mention 
of the rear seat 
torture chamber.  

 
Gremlins had very little following. 
But during the late 1990s, interest 
really grew in all things related to 
the 1970s, even clothing styles. 
The Gremlin (and Pacer) gained a 
certain amount of respect in col-
lector car circles. 
 
Gremlins can provide a lot of 
cheap, affordable fun; though nice 
ones are a rare sight,  most parts 
are available, since the basic me-
chanicals and much of the sheet 
metal were shared with other 
AMC cars of the period. The spirit 
of the Gremlin lived on after 1978, 
in the appropriately-named Spirit, 
which lasted through 1983. 
 
From an investment standpoint, 
the most collectible Gremlins are 
probably those with both the V8 
 and the sporty “X” package. If 
you manage to find one that also 
has the Levi’s interior, it’s a defi-
nite keeper. 
 
With only 3,017 made during 
1970-71, the early 2-seater mod-
els are rare today and may be 
worth holding onto as a novelty 
item. Ditto the fewer than 3,000 
Gremlin GTs produced during 
1978. However, any Gremlin in 
good shape is worth keeping 
since they are becoming quite 
scarce; they are definitely worth 
preserving as a rather unique 
piece of automotive history. 
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HCCM cars at the 2018 St. Patrick’s Day Parade 

The “Lineup” 

Something always needs adjusting 

A view from the inside Tom Taylor checks in 

Photos by Larry Hassel 

Ready to roll 
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EASTER CONCOURS d’ELEGANCE PHOTOS 

Top to bottom— AMC Club row; Charles Gallagher’s Rolls 
Royce; AAA table display (major funding support makes the 
show possible); MG  Club of St. Louis display  row; HCCM 
members and volunteers manage the registration table.  
 
Temperatures began below freezing and under unexpected 
sunny skies warmed into the 40s by show time. There were 
both same-day registrations and some cancellations. Hun-
dreds of participating cars made the show a success in spite 
of  the most challenging weather in years.  
 
To ALL that helped out on the Easter Show: 
Allow us a few moments of your time to say Thank 
You.  Without your help, the Easter Car Show would not have 
been a success. Thank you, once again and let’s continue on 
this success next year.  —-Mike and Sue Ebert, Co-chairs 
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Top left to bottom: One of three fun photo opportunity displays made by 

Clark Deeken (structure) and Terry McBee (graphics) ;  Tobiaz Cadillac; 

Mike Right of AAA presents the Sponsor Choice award to Tim Rice and 

his 1941 Cadillac 60 Special; William and Lita Zschoche’s rare 1951 Fra-

zer; Mike and Susan Ebert’s Delorean;  the Chrysler Turbo from the Mu-

seum of Transportation. 

 

All photos by Gerald Perschbacher, LL.D. all rights reserved 

NOTE: Class winners pub-

lished online @ HCCMO.com 
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Keep Right 
with Johnny Law 

Perhaps your father was much like 
mine:  He had a way with words; 
good words with wisdom; good ad-
vice for the present and the fu-
ture.  He applied that to driving 
when he followed the speed limit: 
“Keep right with Johnny Law.” 
 
Dad usually did and made a point of 
it when behind the wheel.  “You 
boys,” he told my brother and me, 
“be sure to obey the law.  Johnny 
Law is on your side, as long as your 
side is on the side of the law.” 
 
OK.  Sure Dad.  It beats getting a 
“free” ticket by an officer.  Following 
the law can be a burden, but it has 
its rewards, also.  Then as now, driv-
ers become watchdogs at every 
turn, on the lookout for places 
where Johnny Law may be sitting, 
“fishing,” as I occasionally say. 
When a car FAR exceeds the speed 
limit and the lights plus siren begin 
on the police car, I say, “He’s land-
ing a BIG catch!” 
 
That is easy to say, if it isn’t me. 
 
Driving old cars with historic plates 
has its virtues.  You may never ex-
ceed the speed limit in your classy 
old car, but there are still other fac-
tors to realize and other rules to 
follow. Sometimes the “speed-
thing” sneaks up to bite in a way 
some folks never realized. 
 
A story is worth remembering. 
LaRue Langguth was bitten once, 
long ago.  He was the father of 
HCCM Laren.  LaRue was an early 
member of our club in its maturing 
years of the late 1940s and early 
1950s.  He took a different road for 
a while but came back (happily!) to 
the HCCM – and was welcomed 
heartily, as were several other for-
mer members who, for various rea-
sons, drifted away and forgot 
why.  Their return was a result of 
club leaders who made a concerted 
effort to warmly and sincerely re-
claim those “delinquents” by offer-
ing hobby-related activities they 
enjoyed in prior years. 

While I was compiling one of the 
history books on the HCCM, 
LaRue told the story of his bout 
with Johnny Law.  LaRue enjoyed 
his two-cylinder International 
highwheeler, a vehicle that was in 
production prior to 1916.  He did 
what he could to coax it to 
life.  Even when new, that high-
wheeler looked more like a motor-
ized wagon with its high, wood-
spoked wheels and solid rubber 
“tires.”  Factory literature stated 
that the International was never 
intended to run faster than 20 
miles per hour.  To exceed that 
speed meant wheel bearings 
would be ruined, even if coasting 
downhill. 
 
LaRue saw Johnny Law flashed 
behind him, then signaled for him 
to pull to the side of the street as 
he headed to an event of the 
HCCM.  The officer explained that 
it wasn’t a matter of going too 
FAST, but too SLOW.  LaRue was, 
literally, obstructing the flow of 
traffic.  Well, in his defense, that 
was a way to gain more attention 
for an old roadworthy vehicle! 
 
The officer began writing the tick-
et.  LaRue asked a favor.  “Do you 
mind writing a SPEEDING ticket, 
instead?”  The officer was in a 
good mood and honored LaRue’s 
request. Johnny Law went his mer-
ry way, and so did LaRue, right to 
the club event. 
 
He displayed that ticket for all to 
see.  They could not believe he 
had been speeding!  “I got my 
money’s worth,” LaRue told me. 
 
That was then, and today is 
now.  Johnny Law is really there 
for our good and the good of so-
ciety.  But sometimes he needs a 
little assistance from those of us 
who own old cars. 

 
The Missouri state law put on 
the books a few decades ago 
and revised a couple times is in 
its present form due to the dili-
gence of several HCCM mem-
bers, past and present, who 
convinced lawmakers to draft 
legislation that was congenial 
toward owners of old cars. 
 
Historic license plates are one 
result for us.  By legally having 
the plates and using them per 
stipulations is a protection for 
you in keeping county personal 
property taxes in check. 
Otherwise, county assessors 
would have no regulatory re-
strictions on gauging the honest 
value of nice, old cars. That’s 
right, there are rules each coun-
ty must follow to comply with 
state law. That works toward our 
good! 
 
I am leading to a simple factor 
once historic plates are ob-
tained properly.  KEEP A LOG. 

by Gerald Perschbacher, LL.D. 
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The state stipulation is that driving 

to an old car event (noted and ad-

vertised as such by a club or enti-

ty) does not need to be listed in 

your log.  Only the driving for 

“personal use” and relates to driv-

ing “on any state road.”  Going to 

an old-car event or show or swap 

meet where your car will be dis-

played was not intended to need 

the mileage recorded. I suppose it 

is a matter of personal choice to 

list the mileage along with date on 

the form (which you can down-

load online) from Jefferson City.  I 

think it is good to list any mileage 

being driven just to keep from 

having a gap in mileage and a dis-

cussion about the law with Johnny 

Law, if he (or Jane Law) pulls you 

over and asks to see your log. 

 

The law is in our favor, since the 

simple facts are plain.  1) You 

produce an active log; 2) you 

state where you are going in 

compliance with that law; and 3) 

the officer looks at the log. 

 

Unless you failed to keep an ac-

tive log, there really is no reason 

for Johnny Law to cite you for 

breaking the rules.  Of course, if 

your historic plates were lifted 

from one of your other old cars, 

and the officer realizes it by 

checking to see if your Model T 

is running on plates issued FOR 

that car, then you opened yourself 

to a complication if the plates 

were taken from one vehicle to 

another.  If the officer then tickets 

you for the wrong plates (or im-

proper use thereof), that same of-

ficer may have the inclination to 

nail you for being dishonest with 

your log entries.  So, remember, 

the log is only as good as the 

proper historic plates you have 

assigned to that specific 

car.   Having registration papers 

with your old car is a nice safety 

measure, too. 

 

My father would put it this way: 

“Once on the radar screen of 

Johnny Law, you may not get 

off.”  Meaning, you are being 

watched--and one bad report may 

lead to another! 

 

Johnny Law wants to do his job, 

and obeying the law is good for 

everyone. 

 

For further details, go online 

to http://dor.mo.gov/motorv/

titling.php and read the details 

about Historic Plates (Form 

4012).  You may obtain a copy to 

print and use with each of your 

old cars.  But don’t just GET the 

log.  USE it properly. 
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From the Brass Lamp Archives  
A monthly feature looking back at the  
Horseless Carriage Club over the years  

As we look forward to our 75th anniversary, we will be reviewing the Brass Lamp archives to relive some 
of the experiences and news from years past. The character of our official publication has changed a 
great deal over the years. In times past, the Brass Lamp consisted of mimeo-graphed pages in black ink, 
and technology did not allow inclusion of photos. The individual pages were stapled together. Later, 
articles were typewritten and the pages offset printed, wrapped in a heavy paper cover to create a type 
of booklet. Advertising was sold to offset the cost of production and distribution. The content of the 
publication included minutes of both board meetings and general membership meetings, along with 
lists of attendees. Stories of personal interaction among members were common. There were only a few 
articles about current trends in restoration, or articles about specific auto brands or manufacturers, or 
the history of the automobile. As we reprint some of these articles from so many years ago, I hope our 
efforts pique your curiosity, make you laugh, make you cry, and for some of our seasoned members, 
help you recall times and people now only remembered. —The Editor 

The automobile show might have been called the Con-
cours d' Elegance, but nothing was elegant about the Sun-
day weather, which turned a parking lot in Forest Park 
into the classiest car wash in the city. 
 
Several thousand visitors had to fend off snow. sleet and 
pelting rain as they toured the 24th Easter Parade of vin-
tage automobiles - an array of about 300 sleek limou-
sines, touring cars. roadsters. customized rods and rusted 
out clunkers.  
 
As an indicator of how fickle the early spring weather 
can be in St .Louis, the meteorological mixed bag also 
included sunshine and blue sky.  
 
Despite the gloom, the day was considered a fine one. 
according to members of the Horseless Carriage Club of 
Missouri. the show sponsor. "Compared with our last 10 
shows, the attendance today is one of the best I’ve seen." 
said Pat Timme, a former president of the club. "By nor-
mal standards, this is pretty good weather."  
 
When the sun disappeared and the wind picked up, the 
crowds seemed to grow larger around Ray Kirkpatrick's 
1903 Stanley Steamer. As the little car made the musical 
sounds of a tea kettle, it seemed to radiate heat. “Maybe 
they're trying to warm their hands." said Mary Kirkpat-
rick. She ferried bottled water for the thirsty automobile 
that her husband had bought as a high school student in 

Hampshire.                                                           

Another big crowd pleaser was the 1930 Lincoln town
car formerly owned by Mayor Jimmy Walker. of New 
York. He used to be called "Gentleman Jimmy" and the 
car showed why - the gentlemanly side of the back seat 
had the cigar lighter. The owner, Anton E. Hinrichs, 
runs  figures worth a cool 
$125,000. 
 
Don Hoelscher's 1929 Lasalle took best of show: Hollie 
Swindle's 1932 black and red Auburn four-door sedan 
was selected as the People's Choice. 

Vintage Cars Shine Despite the Weather 
by Peter Hernon 

of the Post-Dispatch Staff 

April 8, 1985 
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The Brass Lamp 
The Publication of the Horseless Carriage 

Club of Missouri, Inc. 

April 2018 

Activities Calendar  

Alert!  Please check the club web site monthly at 

HCCMO.com for notices of club event cancellations 

or changes in time or location due to weather or other 

circumstances. 

The Brass Lamp is a monthly publication of The Horseless Carriage Club of Missouri ©2018 All Rights Reserved.  Material from this  

newsletter may be reprinted or shared by our club members with proper citation and written consent from the editor. 

Information in this calendar is summarized.  See flyers for 

events —go to www.midwestswapmeets.com 

2018 SWAP MEETS  CAR SHOWS, ETC. 

April 21               Rockwood Summit H.S. 3rd Annual Show 
April 28               FBC Spring Fest Show, Columbia IL 
May 19                KlasAct Corvette Show, St. Charles MO 
May 20               Texas Roadhouse Show, Kirkwood 
June 2                  DQ Car and truck show, DeSoto MO 
September 9        Wheels in Motion  Westport Plaza 
September 16      HCCM Show & Swap Meet, Hlywd Casino 
September 22      Brass & Nickel Show, Mus. Of Transport 
 
Car Cruises and other events can be  accessed at 
http://clubs.hemmings.com/lakerscarclub 
 
Major Auctions and Other Events 
Lexington KY Horse Park Truck Show, May 31-June 3 
Hemmings Motor News Great Race  Buffalo NY June 23 
GAA Classic Cars  Greensboro NC  July 27-29 
Labor Day Cruise for the Cure, September 3 

 2018 Club Events Calendar 

April 20              7:30 General Meeting, Logan 
May 18               6:30 Strawberry Festival, Logan 
June 15               6:30 General Meeting, Logan + 
                            Hot Summer Night Cruise 
June 17               Father’s Day Car Show, MOT 
July 20                7:30 General Meeting, Logan 
August 19           11 AM Annual Picnic   
September 16      HCCM Show & Swap Meet, 
                             Hollywood Casino 
September 21     7:30 General Meeting, Logan 
September 22     Brass and Nickel show, MOT 
October 19          6:30 White Elephants, Logan  
November 16      6:30 Chili Cook-off, Logan 

Reminder for Volunteers 
Volunteering to work at the Easter show and/or the 
September Swap Meet events held by the club earns 
credit toward free admission to the annual Christmas 
dinner and party.  Your next opportunity is working 
at the Easter Concours d’Elegance 

FOR SALE 

Tom Kniepman (636-795-1108) has a line on two cars. One 

is a 1965 Chrysler Imperial for $2500.  The second is a 1974  

Cadillac Eldorado Convertible, red and white. This car is 

going for $10,000. Contact Tom for more details. 
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www.hccmo.com     
(314) 991-HONK 

Wayne and Melba Nolan showed two of their cars  at the April 1st annual Easter 

Concours d’Elegance show on the Upper Muny parking lot.   

See more photos on pages 6 and 7.  


