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I 
n the last edition of “The Brass 
Lamp” we stopped Part I of this 
two part article discussing the 
evolution of brake technology.  

We saw the advent of hydraulic 
brakes, but there was still room for 
improvement.  Accidents certainly got 
worse as speeds increased.  Eventually 
we saw the emergence of disk brakes 
and then in recent times, as adopted 
from the aircraft industry, anti-skid 
braking systems.  What does the fu-
ture hold?  I was recently reading an 
article on the Internet on Automotive 
IQ, An Online Community for the Au-
tomotive Professionals.  It was a fasci-
nating article by Professor Jyrgen 
Stockmar, Hon. Professor, Institute for 
Powertrains and Automotive Technol-
ogy, Vienna University of Technolo-
gy, Vienna, Austria. 

Professor 
Stockmar 
writes 
“Number one 
is certainly 
reliability and 
safety. That's 
absolutely 
clear. In the 
future we 

have to have an inside look into zero 
drag. Common brakes are not offering 
zero drag as they always have a little 
drag left. I think the next step will be 
real individual braking not only for the 
current ESP systems which we already 
know. Torque vectoring will also be 
the future, especially when looking 
into electric vehicles. I believe, for 
that, we need extremely quick-
activating parts. When companies like 
Bosch and Continental presented their 
new brake boosters, the reduction of 
activation time was a very important 
item. 
 
They're really proud that they can of-
fer extremely short activation times of 
approximately 120 milliseconds. 
That's a good time but in the future the 
electric-mechanical brake systems can 
be even faster. Then a very important 
change will be the combination engine 
– regenerative braking of the electric 

motor/generator. That's not as easy as 
it sounds because we need perfectly 
tuned software for that. We need the 
systems that are able to work perfectly 
together. This will be the next chal-
lenge and we have to know that in the 
future the brakes will work without 
the conventional energy source, name-
ly vacuum. That's one of the reasons 
why I personally believe in the electro

-mechanical brake.”  I think you’ll see 

mechanical wear parts being eliminat-
ed with electronic brakes that will per-
form their jobs by electro-magnetic 
means with polarity reversing as need-
ed to slow acceleration.  I don’t think 
this is too far fetched nor out in the 
future.” 

One of the big changes which evolved 
in automotive technology was climate 
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Greetings everyone! 

I 
 have a lot of information to share 

with you so let’s jump right in: 

Father always told me, “son the older you get, the faster time goes 

by.” That is so true in today’s world. The summer has just flown 

past this year. I would like to thank everyone who came out for the 

Veteran’s Home event back on July 18th of this year. That event is 

near and dear to my heart. Unfortunately, this year it conflicted with 

my vacation schedule. However, my friends and HCCM family 

came through with shinning colors. It was reported to me that we 

had 18 vehicles on display. A sincere thank-you to everyone who 

helped out for the Veteran’s Home display of antique vehicles. My 

wife and I were on our way to Detroit, Michigan a.k.a. the Motor 

City. While we were in Detroit we had the opportunity to visit the 

Henry Ford (museum). I’m sure many of you have had the oppor-

tunity to visit this facility along with Henry Ford’s Greenfield Vil-

lage community. I was unaware that of the they offered tours of the 

Dearborn assembly plant a.k.a. the mighty Rouge (Rouge River) 

assembly plant. Henry Ford started construction of the plant back in 

1915. The plant has been in continuous production of Ford vehicles 

since it went online in 1918 and has been offering tours to the gen-

eral public since 1923. Currently, the plant produces about 1400 

Ford F150 pickup trucks per day. Two shifts per day, the plant runs 

six days a week. Vehicles manufactured at the Dearborn plant start-

ed with the Model T followed by production of the Model A. Other 

vehicles manufactured in Dearborn included the famous Ford Flat-

head V-8, the Willys/Ford Jeep during World War II and, in the 

postwar years…Custom Galaxy, Falcon, Comet, Ranchero, Mercury 

Cougar and the Ford Mustang.  An amazing site to see the are the 

huge iron ore Great Lakes ships coming down the Detroit River 

heavily laden with iron ore on their way to the Rouge Plant and in 

just a short matter of time, that boatload of iron ore will be turned 

into brand new pickup trucks. Detroit is also home to some amaz-

ingly beautiful art Deco buildings that includeThe Walter C Chrys-

ler building and the Cadillac Place building (Old GM Headquarters).  

Of course, there is the landmark GM corporate headquarter towers, 

http://www.hccmo.com
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known as RenCen (Renaissance 

Center) dominating the Detroit sky-

line on the banks of the Detroit 

River.  

That takes us into the month of Au-

gust and the annual HCCM picnic 

which was held on Sunday, August 

19, 2018 at Blanchett Park in 

downtown St. Charles, Missouri. 

We had a wonderful day with the 

weather giving us low humidity 

and temperatures in the mid-80s. 

The fantastic food from Sugarfire 

Smokehouse BBQ was super deli-

cious, and along with some of the 

wonderful homemade desserts and 

side dishes that our members 

brought with them it made for a 

delightful summer picnic meal. We 

did, however, do a very short infor-

mal meeting along with sharing 

some memories of the club’s early 

days since we are now beginning 

our 75th anniversary celebration this 

calendar year. Gerry Perschbacher 

brought some photos of the clubs 

early Easter Sunday car parade to 

and through forest Park. We had 

over 50 people attending this year’s 

annual picnic celebration a thank 

you to everyone who helped and 

brought food. I know that everyone 

left with a full belly and had a good 

time. I’m already looking forward 

to next year’s picnic! 

Rundown of Past Events… 

MDA Cruising for the Cure! was 

Monday, September 3 - Labor Day 

at the Museum of Transportation 

This was not an HCCM event. 

However of the 51 cars that came 

out for “Cruising for the Cure, over 

30 of the vehicles were friends and 

members of the HCCM. I wish to 

personally extend a sincere thank 

you to everyone that came out and 

helped out to make this event a 

huge success for the letter carriers. 

This event would not be possible 

without the support of all my 

friends in HCCM. A sincere special 

thank you to all who gave up their 

day to support this important event. 

A grand total of $1200 was raised 

for MDA. 

As this newsletter goes to press, the 

2018 Swap Meet and Car Show at 

the Hollywood Casino will be his-

tory.  Of course, for those who 

worked, you will receive a credit 

towards our annual Holiday party 

at Glen Echo Country Club. 

Note that the Brass and Nickel 

Car Show is going to be held at 

the Museum of Transportation 

on Saturday, September 22, 

2018…show time is 9 AM to 3 

PM  - all 1931 and earlier models 

are welcome! 

 

Car Cruise to Bob’s Gaso-

line Alley! 

On Sunday, October 14, 2018, 

HCCM, along with several other 

car clubs will be participating in a 

car caravan from Eureka, Missouri 

located along Highway 44.  We 

will proceed down Highway 44 to 

Cuba, Missouri.  “Bob’s Gasoline 

Alley” is located right off of the 

original old Route 66 in Cuba, Mis-

souri. Bob and his wife are known 

for their famous home cook meals 

served country style. The cost for 

this event will be $15 per person 

and that includes your entrée, two 

sides, homemade desert, and a bev-

erage. An additional three dollars 

will get you a ticket into the muse-

um area. Bob has a vast collection 

of old gasoline pumps, beginning 

with the early brass and nickel days 

up to when gasoline pumps 

changed over to self-serve. In addi-

tion to his vast collection of gaso-

line pumps, the entire facility is set-

up very nicely with tons and tons of 

automobile and gasoline station 

related memorabilia. Sunday Sup-

per will be served at 1 o’clock, and 

an RSVP will be required to partic-

ipate in this event so that Bob and 

his wife will know exactly how 

many people that they’re preparing 

food for. We don’t want to tell 

them that were coming with 75 

people and then show up with only 

50. The last day to let me know if 

you wish to participate will be Sun-

day, October 7, 2018. Everyone is 

welcome to participate in this 

event.  

 

Annual HCCM “White Ele-

phant Auction:”    

Mark your calendars for Friday, 

October 19, 2018, early starting 
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time 6:30 PM is our famous 

“White Elephant Auction…well, 

maybe a bit infamous too.  Please 

start looking through your garage 

and basement storage lockers for 

“curiosities, good junque in the 

trunk and just stuff you can part 

with.” All of us have things that we 

can donate to a worthy cause (no 

bodies for science, please). Please 

bring things that someone else 

would want to buy. Please take the 

time to identify what the item is 

and how it is used! Last year we 

had numerous items we did not 

know what they were nor could we 

find alternate uses for them either. 

Remember that for the auction 

we meet on the other side of the 

campus of Logan University. As 

you enter the facility, instead of 

coming in on the left side of the 

campus, you will enter on the 

right hand side of the campus. 

For the auction we meet in the 

lab room that gives us a terraced 

seating arrangement so that eve-

ryone can see what’s being dis-

played to get their bids in for 

that particular auction item. All 

proceeds from the auction go di-

rectly to this year’s selected char-

itable organization! 

HCCM Chili Cook-Off!  

This annual event will take place 

on Friday, November 16, 2018.  

We will be starting early at 6:30 

PM at Logan University.  We’re 

back in the cafeteria where we nor-

mally meet. Everyone is encour-

aged to bring their version of the 

best most awesome chili ever 

made.  The more fiery, the better! 

Side dishes are also welcome along 

with desserts!!!!!!! 

HCCM Christmas party  

We’re nearing that time of year 

again…The festivities are on Sun-

day, December 2, 2018 time from 

noon until 3PM and our location is 

once again, Glen Echo Country 

Club. There will be attendance 

prizes along with three rounds of 

trivial pursuit just like last year. 

 

The Horseless Carriage Club of 

Missouri, Inc. 75 th Celebration: 

The last three years have come and 

gone far too quickly!  It has been a 

sincere privilege to serve as your 

President of this esteemed organi-

zation. The friendships that I have 

established and the mentoring that I 

have received from all of you has 

provided me with a wealth of infor-

mation and friendships that one 

cannot place a value on. Simply 

said, “priceless” is perhaps the best 

term I can use to recap the last 

three years!  It has been tough, but 

it is with a note of satisfaction that 

I look back on my time.  As we 

look to our  75th year, no one with-

in the organization has made any 

suggestions on how we should cel-

ebrate this milestone. I would like 

to suggest that The Horseless Car-

riage Club of Missouri host a com-

memorative dinner and invite all of 

the key car clubs 

that we frequently 

associate with. I 

envision that this 

banquet would be 

done in either Oc-

tober or November 

of the 2019 calen-

dar year two coin-

cide with our 75th 

year celebration 

commemorating 

the incorporation of our organiza-

tion in the State of Missouri.  Cer-

tainly this will take board and 

membership approval, but it is the 

one idea I would like to leave you 

with as we look back on 75 fine 

years. 

Sincerely 

  Joseph F Yochim 

HCCM President 
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control.  We know that weather condi-
tions are rarely optimal anyplace.  It is 
either too hot or too cold.  First came 
rudimentary car heaters…mostly sim-
ple fans that blew air across a radiator 
surface that drew hot water from the 
engine and through the radiator pas-
sages.  We can attribute much of our 
climate control systems of today to 
Nash Motors.  In 1938, Nash devel-
oped the first automobile heater 
warmed by hot engine cooling water, 
and using fresh air pulled in from the 
outside of the vehicle.  Previous heat-
ers used the air in the passenger com-
partment and just had a small fan be-
hind an interior radiator (or heater 
core) to provide some semblance of 
warmth. This "Conditioned Air Sys-
tem" is characterized by a cowl-
mounted outside air receiver that pass-
es fresh air through a heater core utiliz-
ing hot engine coolant for a heat 
source. The Nash system also pio-
neered the use of slight pressurization 
within the passenger compartment to 
eliminate the infiltration of cold out-
side air during winter use. This was a 
fan-boosted filtered ventilation and 
heating for the passengers, not the 
modern meaning of an "air condition-
ing" system. Recognize that Nash was 
also the first automobile to make use 
of a disposable filter element in the air-
intake to clean incoming air.  This is 
now standard equipment in almost all 
cars of today. 

The Nash system was a major ad-
vancement compared to what was used 
up to that time: heating by recirculat-
ing the air inside the car. 

Weather Eye (next generation of the 
Nash system) 

In 1939, Nash added a thermostat to its 
system, making it the first thermostatic 
automobile climate control system. 
The Weather Eye "was the first truly 
good heating and ventilating system in 
cars of the late 1930s." Additionally, 
defoggers (or rather, defrosters) were 
incorporated with the introduction of 
the 3900 series cars that year. The 
Nash climate control system was de-
signed by Nils Eric Wahlberg and con-
tinues to be the basis for use in modern 
automobiles of today. Nash also in-
cluded the first automatic temperature 
control for the airside of the heating 

system with the thermostat sensing the 
temperatures of the incoming outside 
air “tuning” the heater's discharge, and 
interior of the car; so that a change in 
any of these three air temperatures re-
sulted an automatic adjustment to 
maintain total passenger comfort. 
Nash's “Conditioned Air System” heat-
er was now marketed as the "Weather 
Eye" and consumer sales literature ex-
plained that the thermostat's 
"mechanical eye" watched the weather 
and thus the name, “Weather Eye.”  

The “All-Weather Eye” 

In 1954, Nash-Kelvinator Corporation 
capitalized on their experience in re-
frigeration to introduce the automobile 
industry's first compact and affordable 
single-unit heating and air conditioning 
system optional for its all Nash Am-
bassador, Statesman and Rambler 
models.  While other makes, such as 
Packard, had AC units, the systems 

were impractical and rather ungainly, 
occupying most of the trunk area.  The 
Nash system was a true vapor-
compression refrigeration unit with a 
compact under the hood and cowl area 
installation. Combining heating, cool-
ing, and ventilating, the new air condi-
tioning system for the Nash cars was 
called the "All-Weather Eye" 

It’s now up to you, the member-

ship, to now pick up this story 
and tell us some of the things you 

know about automotive evolu-
tion.  We are about history, you 

know.  We need to capture that 

for future generations.  Joe 
Yochim’s favorite quote is from 

Teddy Roosevelt and it is so ap-
propriate…"The more you know 

about the past the better pre-

pared you are for the future." 

Continued from Page 1. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cabin_air_filter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Defogger
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nash-Kelvinator
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nash_Ambassador
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nash_Ambassador
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nash_Statesman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nash_Rambler
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vapor-compression_refrigeration
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vapor-compression_refrigeration
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Are Your Tires, Tired? 

Or do They Need to be 

Re-Tired? 

By Peter Bitzer 

R ecently I was prompted to learn a bit more 

about tires than I thought I already knew. 

Why, you might ask? Well, I discovered a flat on my 

Chevelle as it sat parked in the garage. The driver’s 

front wheel was down on the rim and I thought, well 

it must have a slow leak, so I will just pump it up. I 

cranked up the compressor and then hit the valve 

stem with air. A gush of air blew out and part of the 

tread flopped on the top of the tire. I knew that this 

was not going to be a simple fix. I backed the car out 

of the garage and prepared to charge the tire with the 

spare.  

I have always been a tire-checker, meaning that I 

was very careful about keeping them properly inflat-

ed. A couple of pounds off and I was right on it. 

Proper inflation to me, meant, a good road feel, best 

gas mileage, and wearing the tread evenly. However, 

as it turns out, there is a little more to maintaining 

tires than that. I frequently inspect my tires for 

cracks and bruises. I thought that I was fine just do-

ing that. What else is there I should be concerned 

about? Age and not wear, turns out to be a real factor 

in “retiring.” The age of a tire and not how neces-

sarily mileage, will be the ultimate determining fac-

tor in replacing tires.  

Some background information…Let’s start with how 

to know how old those tires are on the car in the gar-

age? Well, turns out, tires have a Tire Identification 

Number (TIN) on the side wall near the rim as part 

of their Department of Transportation (DOT) num-

ber. The last digits designate the week and year of 

the manufacture of the tire. For tires manufactured 

prior to the year 2000 the last three digits tell the sto-

ry. For example, if you have a tire that has 408 as the 

last three digits, you have a tire manufactured during 

the 40th week of the year 2008. This means it is al-

most ten years old.  

For tires manufactured after the year 2000, the last 

four digits tell the story. Part of the reason for an ad-

ditional digit, is that when the numbering system 

was originally put in place it was thought that no 

one, get that, no one would keep tires for in service 

for more than ten years. So an example, if you have 

a tire with the last four digits of 5107, it was manu-

factured during the 51first week of 2017, and is less 

than one year old.  

Now that you know how to tell how old those tires 

are, by the numbers, it is time to discuss why this is 

so important. Turns out that once you put a tire in 

service, meaning that it is mounted on a rim and 

aired up, it starts to deteriorate. Even if it is not driv-

en many many miles, curbed or run low on pressure 

etc. The inner liner reacts with the oxygen used to air 

up that tire and it degrades the material with time 

and that can lead to leaks. Also Ozone and Ultra-

violet light cause the rubber to dry, creating cracks 

on the outside and degrading flexibility. The heating 

and cooling caused  by use as well as due to weather 

also contributes to rubber deterioration. These fac-

tors combined will eventually lead to the potential 

Technical Tips and Tidbits We Learn Along the Way... 

Continued on Page 7 
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separation of the tire components. According to the 

Tire Manufacture’s Association once a tire is 5 plus 

years old it is subject to this deterioration. After that 

five year period of use, it should be inspected annually 

for cracks, breaks or other anomalies. At ten years or 

more it should be replaced…automatically, no ques-

tions asked. This statement leads me back to exactly 

how old the tire was on my Chevelle. I found three 

digits, 116; that would mean a tire manufactured the 

11th week of 1996? Oh My Gosh…. While I thought I 

had all the service records for the Chevelle, I could not 

find the paper work for those tires, probably another 

indication they really are that old. Don’t even ask me 

how old the spare is? I have ordered 5 new tires and 

plan on keeping an eye on the paperwork and the age 

of the tires on this and other vehicles that I own. This 

was a learning experience that I want to share to help 

others in the hobby as well as their daily driving life.  

Editor’s note…All of us learn! 

I had a similar occurrence with my 2000 Corvette.  I 

was smart…when I purchased the car, I immediately 

changed the tires out even though they looked brand 

new.  I knew I would be driving a 12,000 mile like 

new car from the State of Maryland back to St. Louis.  

It hurt to discard what appeared to be brand new facto-

ry Goodyear Eagles.  I knew about the age issue and 

did the right thing as the new Continental Asymmet-

rical all-season tires were installed to the tune of about 

$1400. However, I was caught in another way.  About 

two months ago, I had the car up at Meineke in Ball-

win, MO for the State Safety/Emissions inspection.  A 

savvy mechanic looked at my spotlessly clean engine 

compartment and saw an anomaly…the harmonic bal-

ancer pulley was beginning to wobble.  He knew his 

Corvettes and showed me what was going on.  The 

rubber parts that are essential to this pulley had de-

graded, much like Peter’s tires.  We took the car to my 

buddy, Mark Schenberg at Car Doc and they changed 

it out…not an easy task…removal of the steering rack, 

breaking loose a stretch bolt torqued to 300 ft. lbs. and 

then a reversal of the process with a new stretch bolt 

and new belts as well (they are rubber too).  The car 

could have thrown the pulley and the belts and what a 

fine mess that might have created.  A little over $1000 

later, the job was finished perfectly and by the way, 

since the steering rack was taken out, it was necessary 

to realign the wheels…all four of them! 

I can also relate a similar story about neoprene fuel 

line material…it fails quickly with new modern fuels.  

They harden and crack the rubber…two quick horror 

stories…my 1928 Buick had some of this material in 

line and it cracked.  The best solution would have 

been new steel line.  I replaced the neoprene and just 

replaced it yearly after that.  Worse…FIRE!!! I had 

done a really fine base coat-clear coat paint job on a 

friend’s 1934 Ford Pickup street rod.  I noted that 

when he dropped in the 350 Chevy, he connected fuel 

line in the same manner with neoprene.  I suggested he 

replace this with the proper steel line.  He procrasti-

nated and didn’t.  On the way home from “Frog Fol-

lies” he heard some crackling sounds and smelled 

burning.  By the time he pulled over, the vehicle was 

ablaze and there went my beautiful paint job and the 

whole vehicle.  Very little was saved…what was 

saved was parted out and a very nice street rod was 

completely destroyed.  That hurt me as much as it hurt 

Lee.  Lessons learned by “School of Hard Knocks!!!” 

Larry Hassel 

Continued from Page 6...Tires/Rubber 
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By Gerald Perschbacher, LL.D., all rights reserved 
 

T 
alk about maintenance…OUCH! For most old 
car hobbyists, a few tweaks, some double-
checks on oil level, coolant, transmission, tire 

pressure, and a couple extra tricks unique to the year, 
model, and make, and they’re off to a show. For 
many, bringing the old car back home is as easy as 
placing it gently inside the garage. Not so with Am-
phicar hobbyists. 
 
“My Amphicar leads a hectic life,” said Herb La Porte 
in a part-one article titled, AMPHICAR AMSTER-
DAM ’18. Seems natural, since Amphicars lead a 
double-duty existence on land and (gulp) in the water! 
The article appeared in the summer issue, 2018, of 
Wheels & Waves, International Amphicar Owners 
Club, 9938 Forest St., Lakeview, Ohio 43331-9436 
(Larry DePasquale, editor). 
 
Once a year, Herb takes “the entire driveline apart, 
repairs all water damage and puts it back together just 
in time to ship it to Leesburg, Florida, where it spends 
the winter…if I’m lucky, I get to visit it about once a 
month” until the waning days of March “after which it 
comes home to steamy Ohio or the summer. At least, 
that has been the normal routine until this year.” 
 
More than 30 years ago, Herb came from the Nether-
lands. When he heard a meet was to be held there in 
2018, he turned serious. He was contacted by fellow 
club member Ben Beunen in Amsterdam and, well, 
one thing led to another. 
So, this year, Herb’s Am-
phicar wasn’t to be 
shipped to Ohio but was 
to take to the waves and 
make a beachhead over-
seas. Of course, plans 
sometimes end up on the 
roadside shoulder of even 
the best ideas.  It wasn’t 
tobacco that was to 
blame, but the engine was 
smoking. 
 
Gord Souter, the car’s 
sometime caretaker in 
Florida, discovered “the 
number four cylinder had 
absolutely no compres-
sion and a completely 
fouled up spark plug, and 

that the cylinder itself had a problem.” Said Herb, “It 
became quickly apparent that the engine would likely 
not survive the trip overseas.” Dave Derer got wind of 
the situation and provided a rebuilt engine awaiting a 
future project. After a meet in Florida proved the car 
was ready, it went by container to Rotterdam. Seemed 
like it took a brotherhood to make the dream come 
true. 
 
Herb and wife found an overnight stay that seemed 
unique—“the room was a garage with a bedroom and 
a living room.  You could put the car right next to the 
bed.” The story didn’t end there since a part-two kept 
the tale going. Like a well-trained Navy Seal, the Am-
phicar made its way through each challenge, right 
down to waterside entries that are not at all like those 
in the U.S.A. 
 
By the way, my first experience with am Amphicar 
came as an assignment for a national car-hobby mag-
azine in the late 1970s. The car owner was a pleasant 
gentleman who loaned his sole copy of the car’s 
matching sales catalog in order to have it copied for 
use in the article. This was per the request of the edi-
tor. Unhappily, regardless of the promise which was 
repeated several times by the editor, the catalog did 
not make it back to the loaner after the articles ap-
peared.  Miffed, to say the least, the best I could do 
was to provide the man the name, phone number, and 
address of the editor and the publication.  I never 
heard back, so that may have been good news. Still, 
the interview comes to mind now and then when I 
hear the word Amphicar. 
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George Peeples…R.I.P. 

Freedom is what we all seek, but 

it’s what we do with that freedom 

that ultimately defines or character.  

In the end, a man’s character ce-

ments his fate, good or bad. 

Sonny Barger, Founder of the Hell’s Angels Mo-

torcycle Club 

 

G eorge Peeples would have 

been 71 on August 4th.  Not 

too many folks in HCCM will remember 

George.  A long time member, he 

dropped out in his later years to take care 

of his wife, Pat, who was steadily going 

downhill with a dementia like memory 

loss condition.  His life was somewhat of 

a paradox and George wrestled with his 

personal demons all too frequently.  I 

know it wasn’t always an easy pathway 

from all of the things he shared with me 

in long conversations.  He loved to talk…almost a 

therapy for him maybe.  George certainly had his per-

spective on life and it was certainly worth a book – a 

frayed book that was just a bit rough around the edg-

es perhaps.  I remember when I brought my very 

original and nice 1986 Corvette to the Easter Con-

cours where George was in charge of the Corvette 

Class judging, he suggested that even though mine 

was original in a two-tone Copper-Bronze, it just 

couldn’t compete with some of the restored early 

models and we agreed these were not necessarily 

great years for Corvette.  The car is gone and so is 

George.  While I was a bit angry at the time, I appre-

ciated his candor and honesty.  I really couldn’t disa-

gree with his rationale. 

When I decided that I wanted to sell my Harley-

Davidson Road King Classic, George really wanted 

to buy it.  Every time I would see him after the pur-

chase, he would report on where he had been on the 

bike.  He seemed excited to tell me and I could tell he 

loved riding that big chromed out motorcycle.  I think 

that is where his true spirit was.  It was where he 

found his freedom from so much mental turmoil.  

George spent many years working the line at Chrys-

ler in Fenton, and if I’m not mistaken, he also worked 

for GM.  George always seemed to choose the road 

less traveled…the rocky craggy slopes that presented 

to greatest challenges.  Rest in Peace my friend. 

Larry Hassel 
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S 
ue Ebert was a shinning star 

in the car clubs.   She and Mike planned and executed 

an Easter Show that was as smooth as the others the 

HCCMO has had.    She did this the first time it was 

her responsibility.   She had great organizational 

skills.   Sue and Mike designed and provided neat 

judge pins for all the Easter Show judges.   

Sue was a great innovator.   Sue designed and had 

printed several thousand ‘business size’ cards that 

provided a calendar of events for HCCMO.   These 

cards were very popular with visitors at the St. Louis 

auto show  

At the St. Patrick’s parade Sue amused the children 

with her key chain ‘Flux Capacitor’.    The kids were 

fascinated with the Ebert’s De Lorean.     

Sue always had a smile and a good word for you.   
She left a hole in many of our member’s hearts.     
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VINTAGE TOM 
by Gerald Perschbacher, LL.D.  (all rights reserved for 
text and photos)) 

 

A  firm friend of the old car hobby has 
faded from our presence but will remain in the minds 
and hearts of many.  Tom Roulston, 78, passed away 
on August 8, 2018, and was remembered in a special 
commemoration ten days later.  For a time, Tom 
served on the HCCM Board of Directors and once was 
a presidential hopeful in a club election.   

 When Tom called someone “friend,” he was 
more dedicated than the closest brother, more deter-
mined than 
the best hunt-
ing dog, and 
more sincere 
than your 
closest confi-
dant.  He also 
was a man 
who spoke his 
piece, howev-
er the cards 
would fall on 
the table of 
the game of 
life.  He was 
clear about 
his ideals and 
perspectives 
and was ready to lower the boom on anyone who 
wanted to argue about them, in his animated manner 
and effective intonations. 

 Tom used “creative words” when wrestling 
with an old car’s mechanical troubles, muffling the 
intense phrases as if masking them from Heavenly 
Ears.    

 Tom’s father was a much earlier member of 
the HCCM and dabbled in the very old cars that would 
be called “pioneers” today.  He enjoyed the likes col-
lectors who favored Moons, early Ford Model A’s  
(the FIRST version, not the one from the late 1920s), 
and one-cylinder Cadillacs.  “New” cars in the hobby 
were ones from the 1930s.  Stronger interest was for 
the 1920s and before.  Then one day, active as he was 
in the hobby, especially as a support to collectors, 
Tom’s dad up and left.  Indeed, he left the country and 

headed for the Australia and New Zealand area of the 
globe.  That’s where he completed his lifecycle, as I 
recall, but left son Tom behind to carry on. 

 That younger Tom did just that.  He was a 
grand support to friends who needed help.  An exam-
ple, you ask?  Hers’s one.  This writer obtained a par-
tial chassis with motor for a 1930 Windsor eight.  
Since less than 40 of that run were made (by the Moon 
company), it was advantageous to get the chassis, 
even though the rear end had been adapted with a 
truck differential and wheels.  The main thing was the 
motor. 

   Tom was excited by the challenge to help me 
get the chassis into storage for future use.  On one of 
the rainiest and stormiest days in St. Louis, he dogged-
ly attacked the problem.  Initially, the sky was over-
cast with the sure threat of a cloudburst.  Tom showed 
up exactly at the appointed time in the rural area south 

of St. Louis.  he 
came with an 
open trailer and 
his tow car.  Not 
to belabor its 
brand, the tow 
car was small, 
about the weight 
of the trailer, but 
Tom SWORE it 
was a GREAT 
car for towing.  
OK, Tom won 
the first round. 

 Came the 
second round, 
and we found the 
chassis’ rear end 

had frozen.  Compounding the problem was that we 
had no winch.  Tom won that second round by hook-
ing a heavy chain on the chassis and, driving along-
side the disconnected and firmly braced trailer, pulled 
the chassis onboard.  It took several tries.  The ground 
was not solid due to earlier rain, and as the chassis 
was tied down, it began to rain…and rain…and rain – 
a windy, heavy, stormy rain. 

 Tom mastered the road.  Well, maybe that is 
too strong of a statement.  He kind of kept ahead of 
each obstacle.  First, the weight issue made the trailer 
fishtail at times, but Tom straightened the rig in fine 
fashion.  Then the rain was so intense, his defroster 
could not do its job very well – so, he rolled down his 
side windows, inviting rain to enter.  Unphased, he 
persevered, avoiding near-accidents and almost caus-
ing a few himself (due to other drivers, poor visibility, 
and road conditions).  I was in the backup car, issuing 
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a string of mighty prayers for safe conduct while 
spouting a few rhetorical phrases Tom never heard—
“Watch OUT!...Keep it straight, Tom!...That car’s 
cutting you off!...Don’t side swipe the guy!....” To 
say the least, it was harrowing! 

 Having won round three, Tom arrived at the 
storage place.  Then came the last round.  In the rain, 
which had lightened slightly, we had to move the 
chassis off the trailer and onto an outdoor car-lift to 
take it to a second-floor space.  The rear end was still 
uncooperative.  Tom and 
I plus a couple helpers 
and then a few more 
workers at the storage 
place  (young, burly, and 
strong) literally pushed 
the chassis off of the 
trailer and onto the lift 
while we were soaked to 
the bone.  But, thanks to 
Tom, the final round was 
won! 

 I never heard Tom 
brag about that. He took 
it in stride as if it were a 
normal thing.  “Hey, 
that’s what happens 
around old cars,” he told 
me.  “You learn to live 
with it.  That’s how I was 
raised.”   

 I think he was raised well! 

 It was not realized at the time, but winning 
those four rounds made the final round a total  victo-
ry.  The complete Windsor I owned needed major 
repairs to its motor’s head, or a replacement.  We 
checked the motor on that troublesome chassis, and it 
was in marvelous shape.  So, it was swapped to make 
the complete Windsor functional.  Tom’s effort paid 
divides in results! 

 We can all miss Tom.  He embodied the old 
phrase of Model T Ford owners who said they want-
ed to be buried in a Model T since “it got them out of 
every hole.”  In his latter years, Tom and wife Gail 
owned a 23rd Series Packard (1949-1940) and  en-
joyed being in Mississippi Valley Packards, a region 
of the national Packard Club.  Tom also proudly ob-
tained an early postwar Mercedes convertible, which 
brighten his eyes each time he spoke about it.  Sure, 
Tom had his shortcomings (who doesn’t?) but they 
were part and parcel of the man.  

 As recent as the 2018 St. Louis Auto Show, 

Tom came by with family members who treated him 
to a stop at the HCCM exhibit.  It was a struggle for 
Tom to get around in the crowd, but he saw it merely 
as one more of life’s challenges.  His determination 
got him to the exhibit.  He chatted with others, then 
the two of us settled in for a time.  We spoke about 
the club, old cars, the exhibit, life, even faith, and he 
was 100% “TOM” in all respects. I would not have 
had it any other way.  He wouldn’t have, either.  He 
ALWAYS was “vintage Tom,” all the way! 

  

 

Caption— 

Previous Page... 

The Packard owned by the Roulston’s as it appeared 
at an Easter Concours. 

 

 

The chassis used for the Windsor Eight model by 
Moon. No hernias resulted in the making of its move.   
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HCCM, Classic and Packard Clubs 

Visit the Vet Home...July 15, 2018 

Photographs by Larry Hassel 
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The Horseless Carriage Club of Missouri, Inc. 

Annual Picnic in Blanchette Park—St. Charles, Missouri 
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THE PUBLICATION OF THE HORSELESS CARRIAGE CLUB 

OF MISSOURI, INC. 

2018 Club Events Calendar 

 

Sep 22  Brass and Nickel Show at MOT 

Oct 14  Bob’s Gasoline Alley Tour (See President’s Column) 

Oct 19  6:30 PM White Elephant, Logan U. 

Nov 16  6:30 PM Chili Cook-Off, Logan U. 

Dec 2  Holiday Party at  Glen Echo Country Club (An Invita 
  tion will come in the mail) 

Activities Calendar 

The Brass Lamp is a monthly publication of The Horseless Carriage Club of Missouri, Inc.  Copyright—2018 

All Rights Reserved.  Material from this  newsletter may be reprinted or shared by our club members with 

proper citation and written consent from the Publications Committee. 

Information in this calendar is summarized.  See flyers for upcoming events 
and check the HCCM website.  For flyers and events, check 
www.midwestswapmeets.com 

 

Sep 22  All British Car Show 9:00 AM Creve Coeur Park 

Sep 23  Oldsmobile Fun Car Show—Museum of Transport at 
  11:00 am 

Sep 29  AAA Auto Show (Peter Bitzer Chair...314-607-3100) 

Sep 30  MisFit-Toyz Trucks and Bike Show—MOT 

Oct 7  Cadillac-LaSalle Annual Show—Faust Park 

Car cruises and other events can be accessed at https://www.hemmings.com/
clubs/ 

Alert!!!  Please check the club website 

periodically at www.hccmo.com for up-

dates to notice of club event cancella-

tions or changes in times or location due 

to weather or other circumstances. 

Volunteer Reminder and Benefits… 

Remember, volunteering to work at the 
Easter Concours and /or the September 
Swap Meet and Car Show earns credit 
towards free admission to the annual 
Holiday Dinner and Party. 
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www.hccmo.com     (314) 991-HONK 

The Old Car Festival...Greenfield Village—The Henry Ford 

September 8th and 9th, 2018—Dearborn, Michigan 


