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Polishing 

The 

Brass… 

Chitty II  

By Larry Hassel 

S 
ometimes the stars align…

and things happen for a rea-

son, or so I’m told.  Earlier, 

HCCM received a somewhat 

scathing letter from the National or-

ganization - HCCA.  While we have a 

very loose affiliation with the Nation-

al (HCCA), we’ve largely been an 

independent entity since our founding 

back in 1944.    We still feel a kinship 

with others across the globe who pre-

serve memorable old vehicles, espe-

cially those of what we fondly refer to 

as cars of the Brass and Nickel Eras.  

We certainly remember our roots and 

note that St. Louis was second only to 

Detroit in early 

auto-

production.  

We were truly 

an epicenter in 

the early days 

of motoring 

with marques 

such as St. Louis, Dorris, Moon and 

Gardner.  We harken back to our 

founders and we have the grandchil-

dren and great grand-children of our 

founders in our organization.  Our 

founders were some of those early 

automotive pioneers in an age when 

“brass” was king, and St. Louis was a 

big spot on the map.  Not many organ-

izations can make that claim.  1904 

was the Renaissance year for St. Louis 

with the 1904 World’s Fair and the 

Olympics.   

When I read the letter we had re-

ceived, my blood began to boil.  The 

National was threatening to disassoci-

ate with us and attempt to prevent us 

from using “Horseless Carriage 

Club” in our name.  To make that 

long story short, that would be diffi-

cult since we have been incorporated 

in the State of Missouri since the ear-

ly 1950s.  The issue…there were few 

of our members who belonged to the 

Horseless Carriage Club of America, 

whose greater focus is on Brass Era 

automobiles. While these are our 

roots, we have had to adapt to sur-

vive and embrace later year vehicles, 

25 years and older and that rolls an-

other year forward as time marches 

on.  We counted approximately seven-

teen-member families in our club who 

own Brass Era automobiles.  That re-

ally isn’t a good number as a basis to 

exist as an empowered organization.  

Concurrently, others felt the same 

way as I.  We thought about all of the 

good community outreach we do, all 

of the historic preservation and part-

nering such as the Locust Street Auto 

Dealer Row Historic Signage Project 

where we joined with the Hilliker 

Corp., the numerous charitable causes 

we support, the historic presentations 

we do at the History Museum and 

Museum of Transportation.  As a col-
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G reetings everyone!   Within a blink of 

the eye summer is now waning. No longer do 

we hear the locusts and the katydids. The hum-

mingbirds are feeding heavily this time of year, getting ready for 

their long journey south. Our Annual Swap Meet and Car Show is 

behind us along with the grand and glorious Brass and Nickel Show.   

A sincere thank-you to all who participated and helped out this year. 

The swap meet was 15 spaces shy of a complete sellout this year. Al-

so, I’m pleased to report to the membership that we had 95 vehicles 

at the Car Show this year…that is up over 50% from last year. Moth-

er Nature gave us blue skies on September 16. However, it was a hot 

brutal sweltering day – a scorcher on the black asphalt...a day when 

even the strongest of deodorants fail! So, again I want to thank every-

one that came out and participated under such adverse conditions.  

We had volunteers show up as early as 4 AM. 

The Brass and Nickel Show: This wonderful show was held on Satur-

day, September 22, 2018 at the Museum of Transportation. Early in 

the week the weather forecast for Saturday, September 22 was less 

than favorable for a brass era car show. At one point the forecast was 

80% rain and as we all know, the weather forecast changes daily and 

my prayers, hopes, and desires were answered by Divine interven-

tion. Saturday morning presented itself with a few semi-ominous 

clouds which passed over quickly and dispersed into a gorgeous blue 

sky and 74 degrees…a beautifully stunning sunshiny day. We had a 

total of 29 vehicles on the show field ranging from 1911 through 

1928. Just to mention a few  that we had…Doug Mason brought out 

the 1911 Maxwell, Al & Sharon Mercer brought their 1922 Mercer. 

There was a bunch of Ford Model T’s two 1914s. One of those Mod-

el T s being owned by our brand-new club member, Michael Flaerty. 

Welcome Mike!  We were “T-Prolific”with a 1915, a 1917, a 1919 

and a 1926.  The we transitioned over to several model As. HCCM 

club member James Van Rhien brought out his newly acquired and 

beautiful Ford Model A. There was Clark Deeken and his newly ac-

quired Star. Wayne and Melba Nolan brought their newly acquired 

1917 Studebaker Phaeton (Touring Car) - all completely original and 

unrestored. Patricia Kuehner brought out her beautiful 1924 blue 

http://www.hccmo.com
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Moon. Terry McBee brought a 

1919 Overland. Nick and Jamie 

Doer came with Nick’s grandpa’s 

1929 Model A. Nick and Jamie al-

so brought Baby Beckett with them 

and she’s only 12 weeks old (she 

drove beautifully).  Wally Baumer 

brought his 1930 Model A. Wen-

dell Smith brought the 1925 Rolls-

Royce 6, Silver Ghost Limousine, 

Brewster, and we cannot forget 

G.P. Dorris’ #4 and #5 brought out 

the family 1909 Dorris.   

AAA Family Day Car Show and  

Picnic! Our old friends at AAA 

(Auto Club of Missouri) were very 

gracious and invited HCCM again 

to this year’s private company par-

ty/car show. Our organization came 

through with flying colors we pro-

vided a broad spectrum of vehicles 

ranging from Wayne and Melba 

Nolan s 1917 Stu-

debaker all the way up 

to HCCM club member 

Ted Hamburg’s 1987 

Oldsmobile Cutlass W-

30. I counted over 30 

club member vehicles 

on the show field. We 

could not have had a 

more spectacular day. 

They had a live band 

performing on stage, 

Bandana’s BBQ; Har-

ry’s Shaved Ice, a huge 

kid’s activity area 

where both of my kids 

had a blast!  There were 

plenty of cold refresh-

ments to round out the 

day. We will be sending 

the good folks at AAA 

and Mike Right a huge 

thank-you from HCCM. 

Also a quick FYI… 

Mike Right has already invited the 

HCCM back next year! That is 

quite simplyAWESOMNESS!!!!!!! 

OKTOBERFEST! The Annual Ok-

toberfest celebration was held in 

downtown historic St. Charles, 

Missouri on Sunday, September 30, 

2018. This is not an HCCM event 

however this event is hosted by our 

friends and family of HCCM.  That 

includes Al and Sharon Mercer, 

Elliott and Dolores Cytron, Ken 

Crowder and I. We are also mem-

bers of the First Capital Classics 

Car Club. There were a total of 160 

vehicles from the 300 block of 

Main Street all the way down to the 

1000 block. Many many days your 

President carried the mailbag up 

and down historic Main Street in 

St. Charles and I can vividly re-

member trying to deliver mail on a 

Monday right after we had an 18 

inch snowfall. Because of it being 

such a heavy snowfall, 90% of the 

store merchants did not even bother 

showing up that day .That remains 

forever etched in my memory as 

one of my worst days in my 32 

years of delivering mail! If any you 

would like to hear the history of 

historic St. Charles I would be 

pleased to give a personally guided 

tour.   We will begin at Lewis 

Blanchette’s homestead and then 

the actual location of where the 

Lewis and Clark expedition began. 

We will also visit the tavern where 

the Santa Fe Trail was finalized 

before being presented to President 

James Monroe in 1821. I must 

mention Missouri’s first official 

state capital location as well, where 

Daniel Boone was a sitting judge.  

Note on Your Calendar!!!HCCM 

white elephant auction!! Friday, 

October 19, 2018 6:30PM oppo-

site side of the campus!! Room 

156A 

(Look for the number a -19 

etched in the class foyer where 

you need to enter) 

We need items to be auctioned off 

Please invite your friends, family, 

neighbors, drifters, vagrants and 

other assorted savory and unsavory 

types. This is an open event to eve-

ryone - the more people coming the 

more money we will raise!!!!!! 

Every penny of every dollar goes 

directly to the selected charity 

I’m looking forward to seeing eve-

ryone at the white elephant auction 

coming up on Friday the 19th of this 

month. 

Until then Happy Motoring! 
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lective entity, we do a lot of great 

things, and most important, we have 

fun together.  We had a board meeting 

to discuss this letter and formulate an 

approach to respond appropriately 

with diplomacy and dignity.  While 

HCCA has done little, if anything, for 

us, we decided we needed to look at 

the bigger picture across the nation 

and the globe and try to encapsulate 

how we fit in.  National did have a 

point in that we didn’t have many dues 

paying members.  Sadly, I think both 

organizations are to blame for this.  

For us, it was largely “out of sight, out 

of mind.”  Conversely, the HCCA 

could have done more to reach out to 

provide incentives for us to partici-

pate and to show us the benefits of 

membership in both organizations, 

HCCA and HCCM.  As we discussed 

this, I began to relax a bit and think, 

well, I don’t really have room to talk 

unless I truly understand what HCCA 

stands for and what they do.  So, I 

joined them.  I am really loving their 

publication.  I also began to think…

wouldn’t it be fun to own a brass car?  

I think many of us were intimidated to 

see prices and the skillset needed to 

own a car such as this.  I continued to 

think…well a Model T Ford might be 

the best option since we see a level of 

standardization in production.  They 

are quite cute in their own right too. 

Shortly after joining HCCA, I had the 

opportunity to attend the “Old Car 

Festival” at Greenfield Village in 

Dearborn, Michigan, a suburb of De-

troit.  As a former Ford Model A 

Phaeton “Owner,” I knew I had an 

affinity for early Fords and their relia-

ble simplicity even though I’m proba-

bly a “closet” GM Man, having owned 

a 1928 Buick and 1931 Cadillac fol-

lowed by a 1986 Corvette and the pre-

sent “late model used” 2000 Corvette.   

In fact, I took quite a liking to those 

early Brass Era Model Ts trundling 

around the village (incidentally, at the 

Old Car Festival, there were 800+ pre-

1932 cars and most were all running 

around the village).  ”Now that is a 

truly magical sight.  I got to think-

ing…”what if?”  Brass Era automo-

biles tend to carry a fairly steep price 

tag and the issue is that you need to be 

a very fine machinist or know a good 

one willing to accommodate your ec-

centricities to perform repairs.  You 

just don’t buy a bolt at the local hard-

ware or auto parts store.  I quickly de-

cided the only Brass Era Motorcar I 

could possibly own successfully 

would be a Model T Ford.  There was 

an absolutely beautiful 1909 “Mother-

in-Law” Roadster for sale.  If you 

know Model Ts, that only “black” 

thing regarding paint didn’t really start 

until 1916.  Every year before, you 

had elegant and vibrant colors to com-

pliment the brass carbide and kerosene 

lamps and the beautiful brass radiator 

shell.  I inquired about the price, but 

the car was concours pristine and they 

were asking a very fair $29,000.  Sad-

ly, it was out of my range and that 

ended that, but the thought was still 

planted.  I “came out of the GM clos-

et” and mentioned my interest in the 

Brass Era Model Ts to a friend and he 

just happened to know about one in 

the Webster Groves area that was for 

sale. 

The car I learned about was a 1913 

touring car…an older restoration but 

extremely nice and presentable, owned 

for 26+ years by a very nice gentle-

man and his wife.  Everything had 

been done correctly and the car ran 

beautifully.  All parts and then some, 

were there.  The reason the owner 

wanted to sell…he felt he could no 

longer crank the engine.  Yes, this was 

before Charles Kettering and his in-

vention, those electric starters.  The 

car was done in Midnight Blue 

(correct for that year) and it compli-

mented the brass quite nicely.  The 

leather upholstery is diamond pleat as 

it should be.  I don’t plan to light the 

acetylene gas powered lights soon, but 

I sure loved watching the twilight pa-

rade at Greenfield Village where quite 

a few cars were running with gas 

lamps.  It is quite a spectacle to see. 

As some of you know, when I had my 
Model A Phaeton, I had a personal-
ized plate that said ‘Chitty.”  One of 
my favorite films growing up was Ian 
Fleming’s “Chitty, Chitty, Bang, 
Bang.”  This is where I got my plate 
idea from.  Others who were less 
“read” thought I had meant some-
thing else by that plate.  Well, 
“Chitty” is returning as “Chitty II” at 
the first of 2019…perhaps a bit older, 
but an open touring car with “oodles 

of patina brass” and charisma to 
polish.  I don’t know if she’ll be ready 
for Easter, but I should have her in the 
garage after the first of the year.  New 
clincher tires are essential (maybe non
-skid) and a bit of work or replace-
ment of the radiator is needed to gain 
adequate cooling.  Paint is a bit tired, 
but what is there in good condition 
might be salvaged and polished out 
with a bit of touch up, provided I can 
get some acrylic lacquer.  By the way, 
the 1970 Beetle is just about ready for 
final assembly.  I guess I’m going to 
have to stock the refrigerator with beer 
and soda along with quite a few 
snacks…sounds the Hassel Resto. 
Garage is just about open for hobby 
time evenings!  Ironic…having two of 
the oldest running production cars in 
the same place will be pretty darned 
cool. 

Continued from Page 1 
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Major Car Hobbyist has Departed 
By Gerald Perschbacher, LL.D. 

 

Fred F. Guyton, Jr., 80, lost his life to cancer on September 28.   

 

H is name is internationally known through his architectural accomplishments and his enduring appreciation 
of the old car hobby.  Born in Memphis, Tennessee, he relocated to St. Louis, Missouri, after his discharge 

from the United States Army in 1967.  His three years in service included being a helicopter pilot and serving in a com-
bat Engineer Battalion.  Prior to this service, he was among the early volunteers in the Peace Corps. 

 

Guyton was co-founder with Bill Peckham of the architectural firm Peckham Guyton Albers & Viets, Inc., rising to the 
post of chairman from 1975 to 2010.  He maintained connections with the firm until his passing.  The company achieved 
many honors for its work on major entertainment sites for SeaWorld, Busch Gardens, Universal Studios, and even the 
Space Command Headquarters.  His work carried overseas, also.  But Guyton added to his personal achievements by 
establishing an outstanding collection of notable cars from various eras, ranging from the dawn of  car industry to the 
advancing years of postwar designs.   

 

Guyton served on regional and national boards of car clubs, notable the Classic Car Club of America and the Classic Car 
Club Museum.  When asked to provide a special car for an exhibit or show, Guyton most often was thrilled with the ex-
perience.  His cars took many honors at the Easter Concours d’Elegance at Forest Park in St. Louis and achieved fame 
with his masterpieces at the Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance.  He dabbled as a magician, also. 

 

Fred Guyton was affable, always interested in conversing with a fellow hobbyist, and opened his collection to special 
viewings.  He is survived by wife Beverly, six adult children, and 10 grandchildren.   

 

This writer recalls Fred as a highly respected collector and member of several area car clubs.  He hosted Packard club 
meetings at the previous location of his burgeoning collection, and was thrilled to find a special spot for the vehicles that 
could host large groups at national meets.  He added his architectural “magic” and made the place into a wonderland for 
car hobbyists.   

 

Years ago, this writer was told by Fred that he even had a genealogical connection to Napoleon! 

  

 Fred Guyton at a recent concours event in 

St. Louis, posing beside his 1930 front 

drive Ruxton. 



10 

 

The HCCM Annual Swap Meet and Car Show… 

(Where You Can Even Find a Bathroom Sink to Match the Commode You Got Last  Year…) 

Photos by Gerarld Perschbacher, LLD. 
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It was a scorcher on the hot asphalt!... 

But they came anyway...a huge thanks to all who helped and participated. 

At the Hollywood Casino Parking Lot. 
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Brass 

And  

Nickel 

2018 
 

At The Museum of Transportation 

September 22, 2018 

 

A  Photo Essay by Larry Hassel 
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From Mike Ebert... 
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THE PUBLICATION OF THE HORSELESS CARRIAGE CLUB 

2018 Club Events Calendar 

 

Oct 19  6:30 PM White Elephant, Logan U. 

Nov TBD Brass Car Tour—TBD 

Nov 16  6:30 PM Chili Cook-Off, Logan U. 

Dec 2  Holiday Party at  Glen Echo Country Club (An Invita 
  tion will come in the mail) 

Activities Calendar 

The Brass Lamp is a monthly publication of The Horseless Carriage Club of Missouri, Inc.  Copyright—2018 

All Rights Reserved.  Material from this  newsletter may be reprinted or shared by our club members with 

proper citation and written consent from the Publications Committee. 

Alert!!!  Please check the club website 

periodically at www.hccmo.com for up-

dates to notice of club event cancella-

tions or changes in times or location due 

to weather or other circumstances. 

Volunteer Reminder and Benefits… 

Remember, volunteering to work at the 
Easter Concours and /or the September 
Swap Meet and Car Show earns credit 
towards free admission to the annual 
Holiday Dinner and Party. 

Editor’s Note...A special thanks to Shannon Olson who came back to give 

us an absolutely spooky article...the question is...Do you know where the 

Zodiac Killer is now???  Are you sure???  Anyway, we love that “morbid 

curiousity” that Shannon so eloquently creates just for Halloween and the 

Horseless Carriage Club of Missouri, Inc.  Remember James Dean...did 

they ever find the wrecked Porsche that simply vanished???  Could that 

have been the 1955 Porsche Spyder we saw at the AAA Car Show...after-

all, remember the Stephen King movie “Christine.”  That car came back!!! 

Ed. 
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The Mercer’s 1922 Mercer Series 5 Runabout is enhanced with this charming couple who got 

with the Spirit of  Brass and Nickel and wore period attire just for all of us! 


