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EARLY DAYS OF MOTORING & 

COLLECTING IN ST. LOUIS 

by Gerald Perschbacher, LL.D. 

(rights reserved) 

A s the HCCM nears its big 75th anniversary date of 

Dec. 4, 2019, it is good to consider the advancement of mo-

toring in the years prior to that.  It was those earliest cars 

that tickled the fancy of collectors in 1944 as the winds of 

war were raging vigorously in Europe and the Pacific. 

The name DYKE was in the minds of collectors.  By 1904, 

A.L. Dyke, transplanted from the south to St. Louis, was 

avidly pursuing his vision of creating the car-parts busi-

ness, which used the U.S. Postal Service or shipping by 

railroad as the main means of sending said parts.  He also 

envisioned the 

wide distribution 

of technical manu-

als and support 

material to train 

the first generation 

of car mechanics.  

By 1944, a full 

four-decades later, 

ANYTHING relat-

ed to Dyke was 

collected by car 

hobbyists.  It was due to Dyke's pioneering effort on the 

world scene. 

That all took place in St. Louis and reached outward to 

countless households throughout the nation, too.  With all 

his publishing genius and innovative marketing, Dyke hap-

pily found a place in the Horseless Carriage Club of Mis-

souri by the late 1940s.  Friend George Dorris, one of the 

club's five founders, counted it joy to ease Dyke into the 

club. 

Next Meetings… 

October 

Friday, October 18th, 2019 at Logan University 

(6:30 PM) - THE GREAT WHITE ELE-

PHANT AUCTION—in the tiered classroom 

across from the Purser Center—follow the 

signs.  Bring your semi-valuable artifacts. 

You never know who may be interesting in 

the taxidermized tw-headed goat! 

November 

Friday, November 15th,  2019 (6:30 PM)—

Chili Cookoff...Bring Your Favorite Recipe 

for sampling!  Program is  still TBD. 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

• President’s Column—Cranking It 

Up...Moving Towards 2020 

• Activity Calendar  

• Next Meetings 

• AAA Car Show 

• Car Show and Swap Meet 

• Brass and Nickel 

• Book Signing...and Review—

They Will Run 

Continued on Page 5 

 
 



2 

Officers/Directors 

President 

Larry Hassel 

(636) 391-8783 

 

1st Vice-President/Programs 

Joseph Yochim 

(314) 602-9498 

 

2nd Vice-President/Membership 

Al Mercer 

(636) 928-8672 

 

Treasurer 

Jackie Allen 

(314) 741-4158 

 

Recording Secretary 

Sandra Neal 

(314) 368-1345 

 

Corresponding Secretary 

Russell Neal 

(314) 368-2001 

 

Directors 

John Hartman (2021) 

Dave Stephens (2021) 

Andy Dorris (2020) 

Neal McIntyre (2020)  

Kevin Williams (2019) 

Sharon Mercer (2019) 

 

The HCCM Publication Committee 

Larry Hassel (Lead) 

646 Woodhill Estates Drive 

Ellisville, MO  63021 

636-484-0227 

 

Webmaster 

Kevin Williams 

(314) 481-9111 

 

Special Events Coordinator 

Neal McIntyre 

(314) 494-0346 

 

Special Liaison and Parliamentarian 

Gerald Perschbacher 

Easter Show Chairs 

Michael Ebert 

Car Show and Swap Meet Chair 

Elliott Cytron 

www.hccmo.com 
(314) 991-HONK 

The President’s  

Column… 

By 

Larry Hassel 

Continued on page 3... 

Cranking It Up… 

Moving Towards 

2020... 

Th e last couple of months 
we “ramped up” our HCCM activity.  It seems as if September and 
October always become overwhelming months with a variety of fan-
tastic automotive events taking place.  I felt a bit overwhelmed trying 
to ensure we had coverage in all regards.  We started with a “rainout” 
of Wheels in Motion (which we support).  We have agreed to contrib-
ute the proceeds of our October “White Elephant” auction to this 
event’s charity.  The next event was the “hastily assembled” HCCM 
Car Show and Swap Meet at a new location behind the old Sears 
Store and the near defunct Chesterfield Mall.  It seemed that the event 
wouldn’t happen since we lost our old location at the Hollywood Ca-
sino overflow lot which became an ice rink.  Thanks must go to Elliott 
and Dolores Cytron, Joe Yochim, Carl Roedel, Kevin and Caro Wil-
liams and the whole team for their efforts to surprise us with the big-
gest event ever.  Much can be attributed to the use of social media to 
promote the event beyond our usual audience.  The huge crowd made 
for some challenges due to footprint size, overwhelmed judges 
(perhaps a good thing) and it was a beastly hot day besides. The event 
was a raging success and money was made!  I had to make my 
“President’s Award” selection and to me, that was a “No Brainer” 
with a beautiful 1953 Buick Skylark, complete with the obligatory 
beautiful Kelsey Hayes Wire Wheels…Detroit Iron at its’ finest.  Un-
fortunately, Elliott indicated that this car had already been selected for 
a top award.  OK, I know where I stand!  It became a kneejerk reac-
tion then…another favorite was selected - a very fine looking AMC 
AMX.  I suppose I was channeling our late Past-President and good 
friend, Bob Loudon, a huge fan of AMC products.  Following this 
event, I focused my attention to the assembly and execution of Brass 
and Nickel at the National Museum of Transportation.  Sadly, we 
competed with the AAA Employee Car Show and the British Car 
Show on the same day.  I have to extend a special thank-you to the 
Model T Ford Club for coming to the rescue and making Brass and 
Nickel a reasonable success for us.  Mr. Ford would have been proud 
of his “Brass” Lady and I truly enjoyed driving and displaying mine 
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even though I could use smaller feet to deftly work 
the strange assortment of pedals.  The support demon-
strated at the AAA Car Show was fabulous.  Of 
course, I couldn’t compete with “my” Brass and 
Nickel Show.  We didn’t have BBQ, goodie bags and 
prizes.  AAA has served as our primary sponsor of the 
Easter Concours d’Elegance and it was very im-
portant to support their event.  Next year we’ll at-
tempt to move Brass and Nickel to another day.  

2019 is quickly coming to a close and we’re looking 
to assemble a fabulous 75th holiday party at the Na-
tional Museum of Transportation.  We’ve had some 
surprises of late and I call it “pulling the Rabbit out of 
the Hat!”  Some of us often say that things can hap-
pen for a reason.  We saw this clearly at our Septem-
ber Meeting.  My guest speaker that I had lined up 
had a family emergency with a dying beloved kitty 
cat.  I didn’t want him to try to come because his 
mind was focused elsewhere.  However, earlier in the 
week I had been speaking to Molly Butterworth, Tom 
Eyssell and Josh Stevens (of Reedy Press).  Some of 
you are aware that we are being treated to the in-
troduction to a new book on October 27th at the 
National Museum of Transportation entitled They 
Will Run…The Golden Age of the Automobile in 
St. Louis.  Both Molly and Tom came to our meeting 
and did a fantastic presentation on this book and 
shared some of the contents.  It was a tremendous 
presentation where we learned some remarkable facts 
about St. Louis and the automotive community.  Keep 
October 27th open for the initial book signing (with 
Molly Butterworth and Tom Eyssell…authors) at 
M.O.T. between 1:00 PM and 4:00 PM.  This is sort 
of a pop-up event, but we are looking to have you 
drive your antique vehicles, especially St. Louis built, 
assembled or sold vehicles that have some signifi-
cance to the city.  Think about Moon, Dorris, Ford 
Model T and Model A, Success, Gardner, Ruxton and 
others.  Don’t leave out the Corvette…a legendary St. 
Louis built car until production was moved to Bowl-
ing Green, KY in late 1983.  OK…I’ll say it…even 
the Chrysler LeBaron and Dodge Diplomat may be 
included and I believe the Ford Explorer was built in 
Hazelwood too  We have a proud heritage and history 
to share and preserve.  This is what we’re about. 

Officers and Elections… 

As most of you know, I have decided not to run for a 
2nd Term as President.  It has been a challenging, busy 
and productive year, but I’m not having much fun be-
cause of the level of administration required that di-
verts from the actual hobby that enables grease under 
the fingernails and skinned knuckles!  I’ve had to sub 
out things I would normally do myself and that dimin-

ishes the value of the hobby.  I did not plan on taking 
the Editorship of “The Brass Lamp” either.  That be-
came more of a challenge than I ever thought…truly a 
rapid transition that was wholly unexpected.  Running 
for our 2020 President we have two candidates…Dr. 
Gerald Perschbacher and Mr. Joseph Yochim.  For 1st 
V.P. we have Mr. Mark Goldfeder.  For Second V.P. 
we have Mr. Kevin Williams.  The candidate for 
Treasurer is Mr. Todd Tobiasz.  Recording Secretary, 
we have Ms. Sandy Neal and for Corresponding Sec-
retary we have Mr. Russell Neal.  We have two open 
Board seats.  Running for the board we have Ms. 
Jackie Allen and Mr. Michael Ebert.  Note that nomi-
nations are open until the close of the October meet-
ing.  Nominees must formally accept!  Translated…if 
you’re nominated while in the restroom or out sick, 
don’t panic… we cannot “pull the wool over your 
eyes” and tell you that you just became President!  

Great White Elephant Auction 

Don’t forget that October is the famous HCCM White 
Elephant Auction (at 6:30 PM) in the tiered classroom 
at Logan University.  Gerry Perschbacher is our ex-
traordinary auctioneer once again.  He does such a 
great job and we’re hoping for some fantastic books, 
relics, curios, auto related stuff and anything folks 
would buy that is interesting.  It is for a really good 
cause...NCCS – National Children’s Cancer Society.  
All proceeds will go to help offset the rainout Wheels 
in Motion had. 

November Chili Cook Off 

Yes…November is Chili Cookoff time again – 6:30 
PM in the Logan University Cafeteria…make your 
favorite Chili to share and compete.  I concocted a 
huge batch last night and feel I now have a secret 
weapon in the works.  I’m still undecided on a pro-
gram.  We may be able to have Dan Braley come and 
speak on additive manufacturing or I’m assembling 
something special of an historic nature.  

The Future… 

I’ve decided to step back from a lot of things.  2019 
has been tiring, stressful and just not enjoyable for 
me.  The 737 incidents at work have flowed down to 
all programs and the way we do business at Boeing.  
I’ve also passed the 12 year mark as an Adjunct Pro-
fessor in the Science Department Grad. School at 
Webster University.  The program has tripled in size 
and this equates to a lot more time on my part.  I cre-
ated ‘Frankenstein” with my ideas to create a com-
bined MS and MBA and to take the program online 
on a global scale.  The need to take on The Brass 
Lamp created a certain amount of unexpected pres-
sure.  I had already planned to run for President, but 
had not planned on becoming the “permanent” Editor 

Continued from Page 2 



4 

of “The Brass Lamp.”  I said I would do this in the 
interim until a solution could be found.  While I appre-
ciate all of the help I got, all of the articles and photos, 
it still is stressful.  To date, a complete solution has 
not been found!  In January, I was thrilled to have my 
Model T at the Convention Ctr. for The Greater St. 
Louis Auto Show; I also had an active role in the East-
er Concours d’Elegance with the show poster, the 
show booklet, helped assemble the rather large 75th 
Anniversary book and participated in judging; “co-
chaired Father’s Day, Cars With Class;” chaired Brass 
and Nickel and participated in more than a few pa-
rades.  I also planned a number of meeting programs 
and set-up the August picnic by buying food with a lot 
of heavy lifting involved.  That’s a lot to ask of one 
person.  Looking in the mirror, what I’m missing is 
the time to play with the cars and the reason I got into 
this hobby in the first place…just to be John Q. Mem-
ber and enjoy the camaraderie.  The 1970 Beetle is 
just about done because I subcontracted out the me-

chanical assembly and wiring.  I have barely touched 
the 1913 Ford Model T and had hoped to replace the 
radiator, tires and do a repaint.  I’m also active in 
some other organizations and these seem to soak up 
time too – HCCA, CCCA, BMW, Tuskegee Airmen, 
Inc., Rebuilding Together, Pancreatic Cancer Action 
Network, etc.  Somehow I think I’ll be getting my tie-
dyed on, listening to the Grateful Dead and joining the 
VW Club. 

The “Silence of the Cams” 

The wakeup call started in June.  I had been fatigued 
and somewhat agitated and my doctor, in an abun-
dance of caution, suggested I should do a nuclear 
stress test.  I did this and all checked out very satisfac-
tory…except for one shadow they saw.  They were 
unable to interpret what the image was, but the next 
test was a cardiac catheterization that was recently 
completed.  There were no emergencies, but whatever 
is present may need some minor corrective action.  No 

one has told me what yet, if anything.  I’m completely 
unrestricted on things I can do, but perhaps the better 
action for me is to step away to reboot and get some 
things in order that have been annoying me.  That is, 
lessen the stress load.  I had suggested I would contin-
ue on as Editor of “The Brass Lamp.”  However, giv-
en this recent development, I don’t think this is a wise 
move and want to cut back for awhile.  I will con-
tribute articles, help out in a way I don’t get myself 
worked up, however this whole thing gets structured, 
but for now, it is best to get life in order and start en-
joying it.  I’m stepping back as Editor, at least tem-
porarily.  I’m very tired of being pushed to do things.  
It’s that thing about people not taking no for an an-
swer.  This is especially true of so many volunteer or-
ganizations.  I have been pressured from some factions 
to just say no and I am, at least temporarily doing just 
that, until I can sort things out.   

December Holiday Party 

On December 7th, we have the HCCM Holiday Party 
planned.  It’ll begin at 5:00 PM and run into the even-
ing hours.  We plan to make it special.  This is often 
referred to as the President’s Party and gosh darn it, it 
is our 75th and we are going to have a party…we are in 
the Lindberg Bldg. of the National Museum of Trans-
portation.     

 

     

 

Continued from Page 3 

Considered the original VW Logo from 1939 

until 1945. 
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Just imagine coming to a club meeting and hearing Dyke 
talk about his exploits!  Add to that the comments made by 
Dorris and his pioneering auto efforts with the St. Louis 
automobile, made here in town, of course! 

Being closely associated with Dorris, Dr. Dyke (as he often 

was known) collected photos of early St. Louis cars engi-

neered in production by his friend.  The St. Louis was con-

sidered a true automobile, removed from visual similarity 

to the earlier “horseless carriages” that appeared to be mo-

torized buggies minus the horse.  The St. Louis was a mod-

ern-looking vehicle by 1904 and among the better perform-

ers 

At HCCM meetings in the late 1940s, Dyke, Dorris, and 
the handful of others in the club brought items to the gath-
erings.  Among those were photos, sales catalogs, manuals, 
and what people today may call “trinkets” – radiator badg-

es, automotive pins used to promote brands, and small met-
al plates to be affixed to licensed vehicles in the city.  Old 
tools were brought to meetings.  Their uses were explained 
by members.  Those meetings were informative, informal, 
and learning experiences. 

Club members sought out locations where the car industry 

had its earliest St. Louis roots.  A site at the 3000+ block 

area of Olive Street had been the FIRST location of the 

FIRST dealership in St. Louis in 1900, operated by to 

brothers by the name of Halsey.  By 1903, this site was 

distributing Packard automobiles and several other brands 

amid the boom of early motoring.  While St. Louis was a 

major site for industry including the making of autos, it 

was also the fourth largest city in the U.S.A. and, thus, was 

the target for various energetic car makers from other cities 

to gain a foothold in that market. 

HCCM members sought out sites to see if any unwanted 

automobile residue from early days existed.  This included 

booklets, sales brochures, photos, catalogs, signage, parts, 

and – the highest hope of all – a retained and operably 

complete vintage car!  Members believed that the older the 

item, the better.  Such items were salvaged in the 1940s 

with no notion of attaining monetary value.  The items 

were considered “nostalgic ephemera” and collected for 

that reason alone.  When the HCCM was 10 years old, that 

ephemera began gaining a monetary value among collec-

tors as the hobby grew.   

Honestly, the owners of vacant buildings formerly used by 

auto companies were pleased to have volunteers alleviate 

One of Dyke's early success in publishing was his 

“encyclopedia,” avidly collected in the 1940s as the best source 

of information on the operation and maintenance of nearly 

ANY brand of early car from the late 1890s onward.  It was a 

milestone in printing. 

An actual photo of an early St. Louis automobile, as discovered in 

the Dyke collection.  It was a photo like this that was shown at 

early HCCM meetings – and likely influenced the use of the car in 

drawn form as the club's logo with the motto “Rigs that Run.” 

Continued from Page 1 
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them of the paper and metal “trash” of former years.  The 

price of an ancient car pocketed away in old buildings was-

n't much, either, in the late 1940s.  Some found an appre-

ciative home for $25 and upward, hardly breaking the level 

of a couple hundred dollars.  By the way, in the late 1940s 

there was hardly a market in the old car hobby for vehicles 

made after 1920.  That inclination may have spirited the 

notion that an antique vehicle had to be at least 25 years 

old, by state regulation.   

Interestingly, old tires for vintage cars back then were hard 
to find.  If any survived the rubber drives during the Sec-
ond World War, it was because they were forgotten, squir-
reled away in old buildings.  Those tires, right after the 
war, were prime objects for collectors – not to be displayed 
but to be used to get the old cars back on the road!  

Early members of the HCCM lived during an exciting 
and formative time of the hold car hobby.  We salute 

those members and the efforts they endeavored to es-
tablish the hobby as it matured.  Today, we pause and 
reflect on the ongoing progress of the automobile in 

successive decades and  strive to preserve those later 
eras of motoring, too. 

 

A BOOK REVIEW... 

They Will Run 

The Golden Age of the Automobile 

in St. Louis 

Molly Butterworth and Thomas H. Eyssell 

Reedy Press 

P.O. Box 5131 

St. Louis, MO  63139 

www.reedypress.com 

Library of Congress Control Number 2019936723 

ISBN  9781681062341 

Book Review by Larry Hassel, President, The Horseless 
Carriage Club of Missouri, Inc. 

I  grew up hearing bedtime stories from Dad about 
things you don’t hear bedtime stories about and things 
mom disapproved of when she caught him telling me these 
stories…things such as machine gun battles between gang-
sters in the Roaring 20s on Market Street in St. Louis; how 

In recent years, this was all that was left of the original site of 

the first car dealership in St. Louis, owned and run by the Halsey 

brothers. 

The Rhode business in the 4100 block of Chestnut Street was a 

haven for car parts sought by early motorists.  Old buildings like 

this one often had stashes of old parts tucked away in vain 

hopes of being needed again.  Then the collector car craze took 

hold in the 1950s, resulting in demand.  Collectors went on the 

hunt! 

Continued from Page 5 
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grandpa acquired his first car, a pre 1920s Chevrolet, and 
how his first drive attempt resulted in embarrassment and 
failure as he ran over a fire hydrant in a geyser of water and 
the Chevrolet suddenly became dad’s responsibility to 
maintain and drive.   I know dad had a fascination with cars 
and history because his stories would always involve St. 
Louis built motorcars…Moon, Dorris, Gardner 
(grandpa’s…err, dad’s first car could have been that Chev-
rolet assembled by Gardner), etc.  I heard quite a compila-
tion of stories over the years and I’m certain the stories 
were embellished so I can’t give much credence to their 
accuracy.  When I graduated from college and got my first 
job, I was able to save enough money to purchase an an-
tique car…. a 1928 Buick 2 Door Sedan – influenced from 
some of the cars in dad’s stories.  Dad was gone by then, 
but Mom thought I needed my head examined for such a 
waste of good money on a claptrap piece of junk.  This was 
in the early 1980s and she eventually came around.  I read 
all I could about St. Louis and the automobile.  There were 
some great stories, but I had trouble visualizing what times 
were really like from the advent of the great 1904 St. Louis 
World’s Fair.  I have seen photos from time-to-time but 
never an organized chronology that so combined good pho-
tos with text. 

 

The stage is set for They Will Run: The Golden Age of the 
Automobile in St. Louis in the eloquently written Forward 
prepared by my good friend, Andy Dorris.  Andy and his 
brother, George III are the grandchildren of George Dorris 
I, founder of Dorris Motor Car Company and earlier, the St. 
Louis Motor Carriage Company.   My first encounter with 
George Dorris III and the Dorris family was purely by hap-
penstance.  I had just completed the restoration of an early 
1928 Ford Model A Phaeton.  On its inaugural distance run, 
I succeeded in fouling spark plugs due to a very rich fuel 
mixture caused by a wrongly sized primary jet in the carbu-
retor.  As I was stopped on the side of the road…a kind 
gentleman pulled his vehicle next to me and jumped out.  
He indicated he knew just a “bit” about “antique” automo-
biles and offered his services to sand blast my plugs.  When 
he introduced himself, it was one of those “I’m not worthy 
moments” for he was George Dorris III…bigger than life. 

When I acquired my 1928 Buick 2 Door Sedan and joined 
The Horseless Carriage Club of Missouri, I frequently 
heard a common theme at our meetings…St. Louis, pre-
Great Depression, was second only to Detroit in U.S. auto-
motive production with marques such as Dorris, Moon and 
Gardner dominating the scene.  There was also a large Ford 
Plant that still stands in the downtown area.  It generated 
quite a few Model Ts and As from “knockdown kits” be-
ginning in 1914.  Gardner assembled Chevrolet vehicles 
after the Gardner line folded. Since the late 1800s, St. Lou-
is has been home to dozens of automobile makes and to 
numerous manufacturers, large and small.  It was as if St. 
Louisans wanted to be abundantly clear that “Number 
Two” tries harder.  Innovation and technological pursuits to 
improve the motorcar dominated with names such as A. L. 
Dyke and his budding specialized automotive parts busi-
ness along with “do-it-yourself” automotive kits and highly 
detailed repair manuals. Were it not for some historic 
twists, St. Louis might have become the center of the 
American automotive industry instead of Detroit.  Aside 
from a lot of mismatched and specialized local literature 
and the original definitive book entitled Four Wheels, No 
Brakes there really was little collective material that encap-
sulated the overarching picture of the St. Louis automotive 
scene and how it all began.  Four Wheels–No Brakes” was 
initially published in 1930 by the Auto Pioneers in St. Lou-
is.  Local historians point out that this was the only major 
U.S. city in which the pioneers produced a book based up-
on their own recollections. The book consists of a series of 
vignettes about the auto pioneers and includes brief histo-
ries of the first cars in and around St. Louis.  It captures 
stories on races, inventions, breakdowns, production, and 
challenges. It’s a human story of the development of a me-
chanical marvel.  However, it was quite limited in scope. 

Until now, and the emergence of a “vibrantly elegant and 
neatly comprehensive” book by Tom Eyssell and Molly 
Butterworth entitled They Will Run: The Golden Age of 
the Automobile in St. Louis there has been little available 
that would transcend beyond just local appeal and scholar-
ly, but rather dry treatises.  Yes, it might be termed a 
“coffee table” work, but it is a well written and very well 
illustrated book that automotive aficionados would be 
proud to display and talk about.  They Will Run takes the 
reader back to the founding of the city of St. Louis at the 
confluence of the Missouri and Mississippi Rivers and the 
reasons why the city quickly became a center of commerce 
and transportation…often referred to as “The Gateway to 
the West.”  While geography drove the strategic im-
portance of St. Louis to north-south Mississippi River com-
merce, it was also hindered by the same river for many 
years relative to East-West travel until the first iron-steel-
stone rigid span bridge was created across the Mississippi 
River by James B. Eads (of American Civil War ironclad 
gunboat fame), opening in 1874 to accommodate rail, wag-
on and foot traffic across this great divide.  The westward 
expansion spawned massive growth for St. Louis, but good 
roads were lacking.  In They Will Run, we learn about the 
influence of the bicycle on good paved road construction 
and a group of folks called “The League of American 
Wheelmen” that exerted strong political influence on road 
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development across the whole nation.   

 

In They Will Run: The Golden Age of the Automobile in 
St. Louis, the reader heads down the road of automotive 
history in the Gateway City, where transportation has al-
ways meant power and freedom.  We also see the symbi-
otic relationship to the other great St. Louis Industry…
brewing beer in which German Beer Barons found the ap-
peal of a natural cave formation network below the city 
that made the manufacture of laagered beer ideal.  The 
timetable created throughout this book takes the reader 
from “Brass and Nickel” through to the present day and 
even provides a very nice section on perhaps the most fa-
mous car to emerge from the Gateway City, the Chevrolet 
Corvette, produced here from 1953 until 1980. 

The book also focuses on the various districts where cars, 
parts and motoring accessories were sold in St. Louis and 
digs into history and elegance of selling fine automobiles.   
Readers will be digging down under the roads to uncover 
the previous lives of streets that once served as Automo-
bile Rows lined with beautiful buildings in which to pur-
chase or repair cars…often shrines to automotive elegance 
and engineering prowess as America moved from horse 
drawn transportation to stately motive power on wheels.  
Many of the building remain, but have been repurposed 
into a myriad of things such as restaurants, cabarets, wed-
ding venues and galleries.  

 

About the Authors 

Authors and car enthusiasts Molly Butterworth and Tom 
Eyssell deftly take the wheel of this in-depth guide to the 
automotive heritage of St. Louis. Sit back and enjoy the 
ride, from the horseless carriage, through the halcyon 
1920s, and up to the ever-changing automobile industry of 
today. 

  

Molly Butterworth started her museum career and began 
nurturing her love of vehicles in high school as a volunteer 

in the National Museum of the United States Air Force. 
That career has included roles as curator and director of 
the Museum of Transportation and historic building 
preservationist at Faust Park. Happily, that career has 
also provided a little vacation time to spend with a 1975 
Argosy 28 trailer that was built in her hometown of Ver-
sailles, Ohio.  

 

Tom Eyssell has been a Professor of Finance and Legal 
Studies at the University of Missouri St. Louis for over 
thirty years, and a car guy for nearly fifty. His love of au-
tomobiles began with his work as a mechanic in the early 
1970s, and continues to this day. He currently has four 
1960s muscle cars in his garage and is always looking to 
add to the fleet.  

 

 

. 

 

     

 
 
 

Mark your calendars… 
 

27 October is the date and the place to 

be is the upper lot of the National Muse-

um of Transport on Barrett Station 

Road.  Molly and Tom have asked us to 

assemble a somewhat impromptu car 

show for the book signing.  The time is 

from 1:00 until 4:00 PM.  We, and a 

couple of other clubs have been invited 

to display our cars and to purchase a 

book or so (great Christmas gifts). 

Joe Yochim is working on organizing a 

parade of cars into the lot.  If you’re 

interested, please contact Joe for de-

tails. 
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A REAL WINNER! 
 
by Gerald Perschbacher, LL.D. 
(all rights reserved) 
 

A  blend of excellent weather, pleasant sky, and breezes plus a large bevy of more than a hundred show cars plus a 
fine regiment of swap space vendors, made the 41st Annual HCCM Swap Meet and Car Show, September 15, 

2019, a ma velous success by any calculation.  Add to this the short time frame wherein event coordinator Elliott Cytron 
and helpers literally scrambled to arrange the details to cinch the site.  That the final details fell in place so well and that 
the partic pants found their spots despite the setbacks that hindered early planning is practically a modern miracle. Since 
the club lost use of its previous site Maryland Heights, Missouri, near St. Charles, it has been an up-and-down effort to 
find a sui able site.  The former Sears (south) location in the Chesterfield Mall area was the ultimate location.  It was a 
good choice. 
Several people asked about joining the HCCM, which was another benefit for a growing club that will reach its 75th 
birthday this December. 
 
Pictures tell the tale of this year's annual Swap Meet and Car 
Show. 
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One Man’s “Junque” is 

anOther Man’s treas-

ure!!!  Even better if 

that “Junque” is al-

ready in the trunk (of 

the car yOu’re getting 

ready to restore!) 
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...and the Car Show portion was even better!!! 

All Photos by Dr. Gerald Perscbacher...all rights reserved. 



12 

AAA Employee Car Show… 

 by Gerald Perschbacher, LL.D. 
(all rights reserved) 
 

I t was a fun day, filled with music and  there were a couple sports personalities.  Some  of our members won 

awards (Kevin Williams among them).  Nearly 40 cars were there from the HCCM.  I saw one car with the reg-

istered number of 118, so we could say well over 100 cars were there!!!  (Our Devine brothers showed up, minus their 

cars, for example).  Wayne Nolan brought three "old-timers."  Clark Deeken showed his Star plus the "peek through" 

sign. 

It was a "weepy" day but relatively cool and breezy.  Lots of children's activities, fine BBQ and food, and everyone en-

joyed the day.   

 

First picture is of my 1994 Lincoln Town Car from Stivers' L-M, , just turned 60,000 miles, formerly owned by Louis 

and Joan Fricke.  He was the longest-termed mem-

ber of the HCCM (1950 until his death a few years 

ago.  The car was sporting its new Historic Vehicle 

plates.   

 

Cred-

it:  Photos by G. Perschbacher, rights reserved. 
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AAA Employee Car Show continued... 

All photos by Dr. Gerald Perschbacher (all rights reserved) 
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by Gerald Perschbacher, LL.D. 

(all rights reserved) 

 

T he HCCM's significant birthday is approaching!  We have been anticipating this concluding event for many 

months, adding a 75th anniversary theme to major events.   

 

Why celebrate? 

 

Firstly:  Not many car clubs lasted beyond 10 years, their members fading away or moving away, thus lessening the 

numbers of participants.  The HCCM never fit that mode and always found ways of attracting new members to maintain 

a flow of people sincerely bound to the appreciation of motoring history. 

 

Secondly: The HCCM has been innovative in the hobby.  In 1944, it was among the first to foster the idea of being a re-

gional club, not restricted to a small area.  Members mainly live in east-central Missouri and west-central Illinois, in 

counties near or adjacent to the City of St. Louis.  The HCCM incorporated, which was hardly an option explored by 

other vintage car clubs back then.   

 

Thirdly, the HCCM has been tied to area institutions that foster the best advances of motoring.  For many decades the 

club has enjoyed a mutually beneficial relationship with the AAA (Auto Club) based first in the heart of St. Louis (and in 

recent years in Town & Country) and also the Museum of Transportation in Kirkwood.  The HCCM has been involved 

in fundraising efforts and has made donations to selected beneficiaries on a quarterly basis for years (I am proud to say 

that a few of us came up with the quarterly-donation plan which has been upheld for a good number of years and likely 

will continue for the foreseeable future).  Few clubs that are the size of the HCCM have benefited society, education, and 

the cause of history as much as – or even more than -- this club! 

 

There are more reasons, to be sure, and you can probably come up with some, too!  Ultimately, the notion surfaces: 

HOW CAN YOU (IN YOUR OWN SPECIAL WAYS) PROMOTE THE IDEALS AND ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE 

HCCM FAR BEYOND ITS 75TH ANNIVERSARY? 

 

Stay tuned for more ideas!   
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Brass and Nickel 2019 

The Model T’s Steal the Show… 
By Larry Hassel 

 

W e had competition...both the British Car Show and the AAA Employee Car Show competed for HCCM 

members.  I had my secret weapon for Brass and Nickel...the Model T Ford Club and those folks came out in force!!!  I 

was excited to display my Model T and always great to speak to my old friends.  This is clearly the best show because 

there is no judging and thus, no trophy hounds and everyone just swaps stories.  That is really what it is all about.  I 

only wish the drive from the lower lot would be a bit longer...would love to get the 1913 in high gear and see what 

cruising in a T is really like.  Thanks to Andy Dorris and Todd Tobi-

as for driving non-Fords and yes, there was one Chevy truck that I 

knew of.  I believe we had all of 18 cars for this fine event! 
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A Quick Update on a SUPER Coming Event! 

By Gerald Perschbacher, LL.D. 

 

The St. Louis Auto Show is on the minds of Mark Goldfeder, Doug Birk, Kevin Williams, and me as our club's “Auto Show exhibit 

organizers.”  This is a team effort by us to select prime examples of SUPER CARS selected from within our club.  These are automo-

biles of special importance – that made a special impact on the advancement of automotive design and engineering, and on society 

as a whole.   

 

Several of the eight cars have been “firmed-up.”   

Four will be cars made before World War Two.   

Four more cars will be from the post-war era.   

 

To emphasize the type of cars that are to appear, here are examples: 

+ a very rare and super-powerful 1931 Marmon V-16 Convertible Sedan 

(formerly from the Guyton collection), 

+ a wonderfully restored 1942 Lincoln V-12 Continental Coupe that helped to position 

the Lincoln name among classic designs, 

+ a very sporty 1922 Mercer that looks as if it were “in motion” even while at rest, 

+ an early Studebaker Avanti that predicted the sporty SUPER-design of cars to come, 

+ a totally dazzling 1975 Chevrolet Convertible that placed the Chevrolet name front-and-center 

  with fresh innovations that made the brand much more than a family car, and' 

+ a 1982 DeLorean DMC-12 which made a huge impact on the general public in many ways. 

 

The 2020 St. Louis Auto Show is scheduled for the downtown Convention Center January 23-26.   

 

PLEASE THINK AHEAD AND CHECK YOUR SCHEDULES.   

We will need dozens of volunteers from our club to help staff the display every moment the show is open.  This also offers us the 

opportunity to converse with the public, educate visitors, and promote our club and our hobby! 
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THE PUBLICATION OF THE HORSELESS CARRIAGE CLUB 

OF MISSOURI, INC. 

Remaining for 2019 

Oct. 18 General Mtg.—WHITE ELEPHANT Sale—Logan Univer-

sity in Tiered Classroom (6:30 PM). 

Oct. 27th—Book Signing and Car Show—They Will Run—at Mu-

seum of Transportation—1:00 until 4:00 PM. 

November 15th—General Mtg.—Chili Cookoff—Logan Universi-

ty Cafeteria (early start at 6:30 PM). 

December 7th—Holiday Party at Lindberg Bldg.—Museum of 

Transportation—5:00 PM—Formal Invitation to follow. 

Activities Calendar 

The Brass Lamp is a monthly publication of The Horseless Carriage Club of Missouri, Inc.  Copyright—2019 

All Rights Reserved.  Material from this  newsletter may be reprinted or shared by our club members with 

proper citation and written consent from the Publications Committee. 

Alert!!!  Please check the club website 

periodically at www.hccmo.com for 

updates to notice of club event cancella-

tions or changes in times or location 

due to weather or other circumstances. 

Volunteer Reminder and Benefits… 

Remember, volunteering to work at the Easter 
Concours and /or the September Swap Meet 
and Car Show earns credit towards free admis-
sion to the annual Holiday Dinner and Party. 
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www.hccmo.com     (314) 991-HONK 

This car has graced our show field at the Easter Concours d’Elegance.  Here it is 

on tour recently on the Great River Road with an excited little passenger.  How 

can we describe cute and lovable?  Oh, the car...it is a 1936 Lincoln 12 K, Tour-

ing—LeBaron Body.  The car is owned by Robert and Sonia Abbott of Alton, Illi-

nois. 


